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Introduction  

The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations will provide new licensing arrangements for 
pet keepers and pet dealers who hold an avicultural (bird) or herpetofauna (reptiles and 
amphibians) licence.  For more information on when the new Regulations will commence, 
see the Department’s website. 

The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations will provide for transitional arrangements to 
ensure that holders of these licences will continue to be authorised under the new 
regulations without needing to apply for a new licence.  That is, holders of pet 
keepers and dealers licences will be transitioned to a licence under the new regulations, 
or these licences will continue until they expire.  A table summarising the changes is 
attached. 
The purpose of this discussion note is to outline the changes that will affect licensing 
arrangements for aviculture and herpetofauna.  Your feedback is sought on the proposed 
changes.  
 

Current situation  

Aviculture 
• Species that may be kept are listed in the Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970 

(Part 2 regulation 3A, and Appendix C), with the last review conducted in 2003 (but 
no changes were made at that time). 

• Licences are required for native species that are not listed as exempt. 
• Licences for both exotic and native species are issued by the Department of 

Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) on behalf of the Department of 
Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD, formerly Department of 
Agriculture and Food). 

• The Wildlife Conservation Regulations specify cage sizes and keeping 
requirements for birds. 

• There are no procedures for considering new additions to the list of species of 
birds that may be imported, or for reviewing the categories that have been applied. 

 
Herpetofauna 

• Species that may be kept are listed in the Wildlife Conservation (Reptiles and 
Amphibians) (Pet Herpetofauna) Notice (No. 2) 2016, published in the Government 
Gazette. 

• Herpetofaua licences are issued under the Wildlife Conservation (Reptiles and 
Amphibians) Regulations 2002 (WCRAR). 

• Licences may be issued to take herpetofauna from the wild to establish and 
support captive breeding efforts. 

• The WCRAR and licences impose limits on breeding and disposal of herpetofauna. 
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• The WCRAR have not been comprehensively reviewed or amended since 2002. 
Proposed new arrangements 

The proposed new regulatory arrangements under the Biodiversity Conservation 
Regulations have been designed to be easy to use, while supporting animal welfare 
requirements and continuing to support the captive breeding of native species that are pet 
species. 

The new regulations will apply to all native species that may be kept as pets with new 
categories to be applied. 

• The species for which a licence is not required (i.e. exempt species) is being 
reviewed and it is intended that the number of exempt bird species will be 
expanded.  The proposed list of species and the licence categories is attached to 
this discussion note. 

• There is no intention to list any species of herpetofauna as exempt from requiring 
a licence at this stage, but the number of categories of herpetofauna has been 
reduced from five to three to simplify the licensing system. 

• A review of licence fees has been undertaken. The proposed fee structure is 
intended to cover the cost of assessing applications and issuing licences.  

• Keeping standards will become conditions of licences and will be developed in 
consultation with interest groups. 

• DBCA will continue to issue licences for exotic birds on behalf of DPIRD.   
• The administration of the regulations will be supported by an administrative 

arrangement which will provide the criteria used to determine the licence category 
for each species.  A draft for consultation purposes is attached. 

• A nomination procedure for adding new species to the pet keeping list could 
consider both native and exotic species, with assessment jointly undertaken 
between DBCA and DPIRD.  The procedure for making such nominations will be 
set out in the administrative arrangement. 

• The licensing system will be on-line so that applications for new licences, licence 
renewals, licence returns and payments can be provided electronically. 

• The new system will allow licence holders to maintain a current on-line record book 
of their holding, through the recording of animal movements, breeding events, and 
deaths.   

• A pet transfer authority will be required when transferring (giving or selling) a pet to 
another person.  This can be applied for and issued on-line. 

• Penalties for offences will be prescribed (for example, in relation to record-
keeping) and managed via the issue of infringement notices. More serious 
offences can still be dealt with by prosecutions. 

• A number of bird species currently held under pet keeping licences, but which are 
generally not available as pets, are proposed to be moved from these licensing 
provisions.  These birds tend to be specialist species, and in the new licensing 
arrangements are proposed to be held under a Fauna possessing (other purposes) 
licence.  These bird species will not be able to be transferred to other licensees 
without a specific authority.  
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Transitional arrangements are being made to ensure that people who hold pet keeping or 
pet dealing licences will not need to apply for a new licence when the new regulations 
commence.  A summary of the proposed changes is included in the table attached. 
Pet transfer authorities 

It is intended that the new on-line licensing system will enable pet keepers and dealers to 
maintain up to date records of the animals held under their licence, including records of 
breeding, deaths, escapes and transfers.  Paper records may still be kept during the 
transition to the full on-line licensing system, or where a licensee does not have the 
capacity to use the on-line system.  Licensing staff will assist with entering these into the 
on-line system.   
A pet transfer authority will be required when transferring any category B or C 
herpetofauna, and when transferring category C birds between holders of pet keeper’s 
licences.  These can be applied for on-line, and a fee of $10 will apply to each transaction.  
No fees apply to transactions undertaken between keepers and dealers, although dealers 
may charge their own business fees to complete transactions on behalf of pet keepers.  
Pet dealers undertaking transactions involving these categories of animals will be required 
to enter the transfer into the on-line system. 
 
Providing your feedback 

DBCA is seeking feedback on the proposed changes from aviculture and herpetofauna 
pet keepers and dealers.  Feedback would preferably be provided through peak bodies or 
clubs, but may be submitted individually.  You can find more information on the 
Department’s website.   

 
Please send your comments and suggestions to: biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au.  
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TABLE COMPARING CURRENT AND PROPOSED LICENCE FEES   
 

Wildlife 

Conservation Act 
licence 

Current licence 

fees 

Equivalent Biodiversity 

Conservation 
Regulations licences 

Proposed licence fees Special arrangements 

Avicultural licence  $10 Fauna possessing (pet 
keeper’s) licence 
 

$30 (standard species) 
 

Holders of licences that include 
species that will become exempt 
after commencement day will no 
longer need to hold a licence 
 

Advanced 
avicultural licence 

$30 Fauna possessing (pet 
keeper’s) licence 
 
Fauna possessing (other 
purposes) licence) 
 

$40 (advanced species) 
 
 
$240 (new licence)  
$110 (licence renewal) 

Holders of licences for species not 
included as pets will need to apply 
for a ‘Fauna possessing (other 
purposes)’ licence when their 
licence expires 
 

Licence to keep 
reptiles and 
amphibians as pets 

$20-$300 
depending on 
category 

Fauna possessing (pet 
keeper’s) licence 
 

$30 (standard species) 
$40 (advanced species) 

 

Licence to deal in 
avian fauna as pets 
 

$100-$300 
depending on 
category 

Fauna dealing (pet 
dealer’s) licence 

Standard species: 
$275 (new licence)  
$210 (licence renewal) 
Advanced species: 
$345 (new licence) 
$235 (licence renewal) 

Holders of licences that include 
species that will become exempt 
after commencement day will no 
longer need to hold a licence, nor 
require a pet transfer authority for 
movements of those species 
 

Licence to deal in 
avian fauna 
 

$100 Fauna dealing (pet 
dealer’s) licence 

Standard species: 
$275 (new licence) 
$210 (licence renewal 
Advanced species: 
$345 (new licence) 
$235 (licence renewal) 

An inspection fee for new 
applications may also apply (see 
table below) 
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Licence to deal in 
reptiles and 
amphibians as pets 
- Trapper’s licence 

(avian fauna) 
- Herpetofauna 

taker's licence 
 

$200-$1500 
depending on 
category 

Fauna taking (commercial 
purposes) licence 
 

$330 (new licence fee)  
 

These licences will continue until 
they expire. 
 

 
NOTE: New and renewal licence fees comprise the application fee and actual licence fee.  Application fees will be refunded if licences are not issued.  

 

Proposed inspection fees (applicable to applications for dealer’s licences). 
 

Type Time Proposed Fee 

Level 1 Up to 1 hour $65 
Level 2 1 to 3 hours $130 
Level 3 More than 3 hours $260 

 
Royalties that apply to herpetofauna taken from the wild under a Herpetofauna taker’s licence will be replaced by charges as per the table 
below: 
 
Current category Proposed category Charge (per anima) 

Category 1 Category A $5 
Categories 2-4 Category B $100 
Category 5 Category C $200 
  
 

 


