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Western Shield is the flagship wildlife recovery
program of the Parks and Wildlife Service.
The program is conducted across more than 3.8 million
hectares, and focuses on wildlife conservation, and
protecting and improving the status of threatened
species in WA.
Western Shield is run in partnership with industry
and the community. It works to recover native animal
populations through broadscale control of foxes and
feral cats.

Western Areas and community support for numbats and woylies
Sponsorship from Western Areas Ltd continues to support native animal recovery in the
Wheatbelt region, with Dryandra Woodland a focus of operations.
Feral cats and foxes are a major threat to wildlife
at Dryandra and baiting programs under Western
Shield, along with trapping, improving habitat and
new community partnerships, are helping to give
native species a fighting chance of survival.

These partnerships have enabled the expansion of
the feral control effort around Dryandra, creating
a larger safe zone for native animals of the reserve.
Nearly 100 feral cats have been removed from
neighbouring properties since 2015.

Funding from Western Areas is supporting the
management of foxes and feral cats at Dryandra
and the monitoring of threatened native species
including the woylie and numbat.

“Recent monitoring in Dryandra is showing
encouraging signs with an increase in woylie
numbers,” Marissah said.

Parks and Wildlife Service conservation officer
Marissah Kruger said Dryandra was one of a few
locations where original populations of numbats and
woylies continued to persist in the wild.
In addition to feral predator management, in 2016
a 1000-hectare predator-proof enclosure was built
at Dryandra. This will assist with providing insurance
populations of threatened species. Numbats are
living in the enclosure and woylies will follow soon.

“With ongoing feral animal management and
collaboration from neighbouring landowners and
farmers, we are confident numbats, woylies and
other threatened native animals will persist at
Dryandra into the future.”
The Parks and Wildlife Service’s work to conserve
native species at Dryandra is also supported by the
Australian Government’s National Landcare Program.

The Parks and Wildlife Service has also partnered
with the Peel-Harvey Catchment Council and Project
Numbat to encourage Dryandra neighbours to
participate in fox and feral cat control on their land
to protect the woylie, numbat and other species
which occur in this important conservation reserve.
Top A numbat ready for release at Dryandra Woodland.
Photo – Rick Dawson/DBCA
Right Principal research scientist Dr Tony Friend at Dryandra
Woodland shows children and neighbours a numbat ready
for release. Photo – Marissah Kruger/DBCA
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Chuditch numbers strong at Julimar
Monitoring has confirmed that Julimar State Forest is
home to one of the healthiest known chuditch populations
in Western Australia.
Parks and Wildlife Service officer Rebecca Kay said the chuditch,
a threatened native species, was vulnerable to predation by the
introduced European red fox.
With support from Alcoa, Western Shield has been managing foxes at
Julimar since 1992, with the aim of protecting native wildlife such as the
chuditch.
Above Measuring animals during
monitoring at Julimar State Forest.
Photo – Rebecca Campbell/DBCA
Below Chuditch.
Photo – Rebecca Kay/DBCA

Rebecca said the number of chuditch captured during annual
monitoring showed that fox baiting in the area appeared to be having
a positive effect on native animals.
“The trapping undertaken by Perth Hills District staff at Julimar State
Forest resulted in the capture and release of 36 chuditch, many of which
were new juvenile recruits and females with pouch young,” she said.
Western Shield fox and feral cat baiting is carried out at a network of
more than 50 sites across 3.8 million hectares in WA to reduce predation
of threatened native animals.
Volunteers and staff from Alcoa and the Department of Defence
assisted with the annual Julimar monitoring program in 2017.

Tronox help at Nambung National Park
Tronox has sponsored Western Shield wildlife recovery activities in and around
Nambung National Park since 2001 and staff recently assisted with installation of
remote cameras for animal monitoring.
The sponsorship provided by Tronox funded an operational trial of Eradicat® to be
carried out over 58,500 hectares of the park in 2016 and again in winter this year.
Remote cameras used to monitor the effectiveness of the 2016 baiting indicated
that while cat numbers were not greatly impacted by Eradicat®, fox numbers
were significantly reduced (by approximately 70 per cent) and there was
evidence of significantly higher activity of native species such as echidna in
the baited area, compared with the unbaited control area in Lesueur National
Park. The cameras also recorded a range of native species including Carnaby’s
cockatoo, ash-grey mouse, painted button quail, tawny frogmouth, owletnightjar, bustard and euro (common wallaroo).
The Tronox sponsorship has enabled the Parks and
Wildlife Service to test the management
effectiveness of Eradicat® in the northern
extent of the Swan Coastal Plain, refine
predator monitoring methods and observe
native animals of the area.
Far right Tronox staff member Melissa Leete with
Western Shield Zoologist Michelle Drew.
Photo – Beren Spencer/DBCA
Right and top right Kangaroos and emus
recorded on remote cameras in Nambung
National Park. Photo – DBCA
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Protection for parrots at Cape Arid
The cryptic, ground-dwelling western ground parrot suffered a 90 per cent loss of its
known habitat after two serious bushfires affected Cape Arid National Park late in 2015.
Soon after, the Parks and Wildlife Service field
team, with funding from the National Landcare
Program, conducted emergency feral cat baiting
in the park to help protect remaining wild birds
from predation by feral animals.

The Parks and Wildlife Service is also working to
recover western ground parrots by controlling
introduced predators in the wild as part of
Western Shield, with funding from the National
Landcare Program, and through a captive
program in partnership with Perth Zoo.

Two years on, the Parks and Wildlife Service is
fighting fire with fire, completing a prescribed
burn at Cape Arid.
Regional ecologist Sarah Comer, who leads the
South Coast Threatened Birds Recovery Team, said
the burn would create a buffer zone to protect
the critically endangered birds from bushfires
ahead of the southern fire season.

The Parks and Wildlife Service works with a
number of partners to conserve the ground
parrot including BirdLife Australia, Friends of the
Western Ground Parrot and South Coast NRM.

“There are several more prescribed burns planned
for Cape Arid over the next few years as part of
a long-term plan to build a mosaic of fire ages in
the park,” Sarah said.
Right A prescribed burn is carried out at Cape Arid National
Park to help protect western ground parrots from bushfires.
Photo – DBCA
Far right A critically endangered western ground parrot.
Photo – Brent Barrett/DBCA

Rock wallabies going well
at Kalbarri National Park
Since the surprise discovery of three black-flanked rock wallabies
at Kalbarri National Park in 2015, baiting and translocations have
proved to be important strategies in protecting this threatened
species in the Midwest.
A total of 47 black-flanked rock wallabies (Petrogale lateralis lateralis) sourced
from several locations in the Wheatbelt have been translocated to Kalbarri to
boost the tiny population.
Rock wallabies had been considered extinct within Kalbarri National Park for
20 years until two adult animals and a joey were found.
To boost their survival chances, 23 rock wallabies were released at Kalbarri in 2016.
Subsequent monitoring showed a very high survivorship and the presence of
sub-adults and pouch young, confirming the animals were healthy and breeding.
Another 24 radio-collared rock wallabies were translocated in May this year by
DBCA staff and volunteers, with assistance from WWF-Australia.
To assist with protection of the rock wallabies and other threatened animals,
Eradicat® feral cat baits are being trialled at Kalbarri National Park with funding from
the National Landcare Program.
Former Threatened Species Commissioner Gregory Andrews visited the park
in August, joining Parks and Wildlife Service staff to observe the rock
wallabies and Eradicat® trials first-hand.
Top right Black-flanked rock wallaby recorded on remote camera at Kalbarri National Park.
Photo – DBCA
Right Rock wallaby joey at Kalbarri National Park. Photo – David Pearson/DBCA
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