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Bringing back the bushland
and healthy public spaces
That lush tree canopy. Those black cockatoos. The scenic walkway through glittering wetlands.
A snuffling bandicoot. Some native riverside blossoms. A trio of baby turtles. What once was
degraded bushland is now an amazing nature space.
Chances are, if you’re enjoying these things
in Perth, it’s largely thanks to the Swan
Alcoa Landcare Program (SALP) – and the
hundreds of volunteers who bring its goals
to life.
SALP started in 1998 and has proved itself
to be one of Australia’s most successful
community landcare initiatives. Its grant
funds, over $8.5 million to date, have
allowed a multitude of community groups to
undertake rejuvenation work on their local
patches, creating healthier public spaces
for everyone.
Projects range from invasive weed control to
feral bee removal and dieback management.
Overgrown drains have been returned to
healthy flowing creeks. Rubbish tips have
been turned into parklands. Mass plantings
of natives have improved waterways and
provided native animal habitat.
A joint initiative of Alcoa of Australia,
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation
and Attractions (DBCA) and Perth NRM,
SALP was established with the aim of
protecting and maintaining the natural
assets of the Perth metropolitan area.
That’s a lot of waterways, bushland, critical
habitat and ecological corridors. Providing
funds to volunteer groups to carry out vital
rehabilitation work has been the key to the
program’s success.
More than 1,350 projects have been
undertaken in two decades. On mass,
they’ve helped contribute to improvement of
the quality of ground and surface water in
Perth’s rivers and wetlands.

Bannister Creek living stream. Photo Christian Sprogoe

Helping to curb the flow of nutrients like
nitrogen and phosphorous and other
contaminants into waterways has assisted
in reducing the risk of harmful algal blooms
and fish kills in the Swan and Canning rivers.
Rehabilitation projects also aim to prevent
erosion, reduce the spread of invasive weeds
and create a crucial food source and habitat
for native animals.

More than 1,350
projects have been
undertaken in
two decades.

The environmental and recreational
outcomes over the past 20 years have
been immense.
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Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group volunteers conduct foreshore plantings at Como.

Message from the
Minister for Environment
The McGowan Labor Government is
committed to managing, protecting and
enhancing the Swan and Canning rivers
through initiatives such as the Swan Alcoa
Landcare Program (SALP).
Partnerships with the community are
integral in achieving real, on-ground results
and over the last two decades SALP has
consistently reduced harmful nutrients and
contaminants from entering our waterways
and groundwater, while also improving the
habitat value and amenity of public spaces.
SALP is based on a strong foundation of
collaboration between Alcoa, the Department
of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions,
Perth NRM, Burswood Park Board and
Crown Perth, local governments and most
importantly the community.
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The program has delivered more than 1300
on-ground projects in the Swan Canning
catchment and in doing so, has engaged
thousands of volunteers. I appreciate
and respect the time and energy that
each volunteer contributes to deliver
SALP projects. Perth’s rivers and public
recreational spaces have greatly benefited
from their outstanding efforts.
SALP stands as a model of success – it was
recognised at the 2018 WA Landcare Awards
and is a finalist in the 2018 National Awards
– and continues to flourish in a time when
partnerships between government, industry
and community are key to protecting the
State’s unique environment.
Hon Stephen Dawson MLC
Minister for Environment

The partners
Twenty years is an extremely significant
milestone. It is with sincerity and admiration
that I thank the dedicated volunteers and
supporters who have worked tirelessly to
build these important first chapters of the
Swan Alcoa Landcare Program (SALP) story.

Michael Parker
Chairman and Managing Director
Alcoa of Australia

Our story is of a partnership that draws
the talents and skills of local volunteers
and promotes environmental awareness in
our communities. It is a story of hope and
renewal for our waterways, habitats, wildlife
and ecology; for the conservation of our
environment; and for our future generations.
It is a legacy Alcoa and I are enormously
proud to be a part of.
Alcoa knows and lives the value of
sustainability. We are recognised across

SALP has been mentioned numerous times
in my tenure as Chair of the Perth NRM
Board over the past five years… phrases
such as ‘iconic’ program, an enduring
partnership, a flagship program with gasps
of amazement of how many volunteer
hours tallied up and our coordinating role
as the urban NRM. But this does not really
grasp the extent of the hours of sore hands,
jabbed legs, muddied faces, and sheer
graft involved.

Mariyon Slany
Perth NRM Board Chair

People, individuals who care about the
impact of the river’s edge on shrubs, about
birds and small native animals having
access to the vegetation they require to
sustain themselves – people who live
in our urbanised city who not only care,
but actively get out with their bodies and
make time for this work, is the awe inspiring
aspect of SALP.

the globe for excellence in environmental
rehabilitation and partnerships like SALP
reflect our commitment to working together
for the betterment of the world we live in.
To date Alcoa has contributed almost
$4 million to SALP but the priceless value
comes from the program’s volunteers and
their resourcefulness. SALP volunteers have
shown time and again what can be achieved
through teamwork, tremendous toil and
profound passion.
Twenty years is almost a full generation.
Our challenge going forward is to ensure we
attract and embrace the next generation of
our SALP volunteer family to continue this
important work and be the heroes of the
next chapters of this ongoing story.

We are lucky to have people who do
this, we are fortunate that the ethos of
volunteering is strong in Australia unlike
many other countries where the natural
vegetation may well continue to be strangled
by weeds, or nature just considered the best
angle for the photo’s background.
We are inspired that slowly, over time,
industry and government partnerships such
as ones exemplified in this program over
20 years, become examples for others and
lead the way for more corporate investment.
Because after all, we are all joint caretakers
for the fragile beauty and life-giving
properties that sustain us all; a biodiversity
system that provides life for other
organisms, and tranquillity and reflective
aspects for us humans to both aesthetically
enjoy but to breathe deeply of.
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Celebrating
20 Years
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At 20 years and counting,
the Swan Alcoa Landcare Program
(SALP) is perhaps the longest
running corporate/government
and non-governmental
organisation partnership in
Australia. It recently won a WA
State Landcare Award, and is a
finalist for the National Landcare
Awards in 2018.
The numbers are powerful. More than
1,970 hectares of land has been
revegetated, and about 2.6 million seedlings
planted. Around 40 community groups
have completed more than 1,350 projects,
contributing an impressive 200,000
volunteer hours. Those hours alone
represent a value of almost $4.1 million.
The commitment of all parties to meaningful
on-the-ground work in the Swan Region
is the key to its success. The funding
partners have allowed the community to
drive the initiatives and take ownership of
their projects.
“It might start small, but the impacts are
much broader,” says Melinda McAndrew,
SALP Manager at Perth NRM. “The groups
can use the funds they get to leverage more
funding from other stakeholders. There’s a
real ripple effect.”

More than 1,970
hectares of land has
been revegetated,
and about 2.6 million
seedlings planted.
SALP site winter plantings.

A unique advantage of SALP funding is
that it’s available on an ongoing basis,
so that projects can be completed and
maintained over time. That continuity has
underpinned the success of big projects
such as Bannister Creek and Bennett Brook
sites that have seen major change and
improvement over a decade or more.
“Applicants can apply to work in the same
area so they can do ongoing revegetation,”
says Melinda. “They can also apply for
multiple sites, so they can have sub-projects
and get a lot of work done.”
The results speak volumes. Sites across the
Perth metropolitan area have been improved
and in some cases completely rejuvenated.
Twenty years of effort is clearly visible on
the ground, in the trees and on the water.
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The projects
SALP projects range from large multi year, big dollar investments to small backyard initiatives that
can achieve a specific environmental outcome for $2000 in a single year. All the project applications
are assessed by a grants panel comprised of leading environmental community group members and
SALP corporate partner representatives.
Bennett Brook
Bennett Brook Reserve is a 140 hectares
‘Bush Forever’ site in Perth’s northern
suburbs. It links Whiteman Park to the
Swan River and includes the 17 kilometre
long conservation category wetland,
Bennett Brook.
The reserve provides habitat and breeding
grounds for a variety of birds and is home
to significant fauna including freshwater
mussels and the endangered quenda or
southern brown bandicoot.
Nearby market gardens and fruit orchards
contributed to parts of the reserve being
overrun with blackberry and pocked by rogue
apple and fig trees.

The Friends of Bennett Brook was formed
by a group of local residents concerned
about the degradation of the water quality of
Bennett Brook and the potential pollution of
the Swan River.

Volunteers
contributed 10,395
hours between
2002 and 2016.

Since then, more than 30 hectares have been
revegetated across 33 sites.
Between 1999 and 2017, the Friends of
Bennett Brook received 18 SALP grants
worth $724,000. A small group of volunteers
contributed 10,395 volunteer hours between
2002 and 2016, valued at more than
$300,000.

Major achievements include:

Melinda McAndrew at Bennett Brook.
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•

Planting over 245,641 plants into
the reserve, of which 188,252
were funded by SALP.

•

Eradicating more than eight
hectares of blackberry vines

•

Removing weeds of national
significance including blackberry
and willows, and other invasive
weeds such as arum lilies and
Japanese peppers.

•

Revegetating three drainage lines
feeding into Bennett Brook.

•

Completing 15 hectares of veldt
grass control annually in the
dryland areas of the reserve.

SALP champions Brian Doy and Julie Robert at the Bannister Creek site.

Alcoa employees at a Bannister Creek planting day.
Photo Christian Sprogoe

Bannister Creek Reserve
Picture a denuded, straight-edged drain in
suburban Lynwood. No fence, no vegetation,
no life. Industrial waste chugging along it.
Storm events turning it into a hazardous
torrent. Its footbridge washed away, time
and again.
“You’ve got to have a dream,” says Julie
Robert, who spearheaded the vision for
Bannister Creek more than 20 years ago.
The Living Streams project has completely
transformed it.
Now it has a tree canopy 20 metres high.
There are contemplative viewing spots.
It smells nice. The vegetation is working hard
to clean the water. Bird watchers and dog
walkers use it. Drug use issues have abated.
In an area that parents once avoided, a nature
playground has been built.
“I recently saw some school kids sitting out
there doing some drawings,” says Julie, who

lives alongside the creek. “I thought ‘that’s
what I did that for’. They’ve got no idea what
it used to be.”
Julie consulted with Aboriginal elders before
the project began. It’s all about the turtles and
the lizards, they told her. The things that live
in the water.
“They gave me a sense of what I was doing
and why,” she says. “They said when you’ve
got baby turtles crawling back into the water,
you’ll know you’ve met success.”
Twelve months after the project began,
Julie and a fellow volunteer were weeding at
the site. Little creatures were crawling all over
the ground.
“I flicked one off my hand thinking it was a
cockroach,” she says. “It was a turtle. We just
started to cry, the pair of us. Nature has a
way of dealing with itself.”

Major achievements include:
•

Restoring a hazardous trapezoidal
drain into a healthy creek
with gently sloping, densely
vegetated banks.

•

Creating four hectares of bushland,
improving the aesthetic values
of Lynwood.

•

Planting 168,000 plants to
control water flow and remove
nutrients and other pollutants from
the water.

•

Establishing a sedge habitat
suitable for turtles and water birds.

•

Providing environmental
education programs.
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Chittering Springs
When a farm in the hills of Chittering was
carved up into smaller plots, the Chittering
community gained a new public space.
Not straight away, though. The wet and
highly saline land that was ceded to the
Shire of Chittering was unsuitable for much.
Enter the local landcare groups, who worked
together to turn the wasteland into a
functioning wetland.

Within one year, 20,000 plants, including
rushes and sedges, had gone in. In the
subsequent two years, almost 50,000 more
plants were added. It was a combined
effort by the Ellen Brockman Integrated
Catchment Group, Chittering Landcare
Group and the Shire of Chittering, with
planting help from corporates and
school students.

It began with a small planting in 2009,
followed by the creation of a dam to slow
the water flow. The dam wall was heavily
mulched and the whole area treated with
lime to counteract the acidity of the soil,
ready for new plant life.

The restored wetland now controls the
rate at which water is shed from the upper
catchment, reducing flooding and erosion.
Annual weed control and infill plantings help
maintain the healthy ecosystem for many
waterbirds and frogs.

Chittering Springs
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Within one year,
20,000 plants,
including rushes
and sedges,
had gone in.

St Mary’s Anglican Girls’ School planting day.

All of us do it because
we love the bush.
We get that pleasure out
of seeing it transform.

Joy McGilvray

Friends of the Spectacles.

Wendy Ende

Friends of Jorgensen Park

Friends of the Spectacles

Friends of Boya Trail

It was a group of like-minded dog walkers in
Kalamunda’s Jorgensen Park that first got to
talking about doing some revegetation work
in the recreational park.

When fire blackened The Spectacles in late
2007, Friends of the Spectacles was born.

Volunteers are priceless, but funding is
crucial. That’s the feeling at the Friends of
Boya Trail, who needed professional help
to remove the stubborn, gnarly weeds that
threatened to swamp the available person
power at the Perth Hills site.

“The natural bush is disappearing quite
quickly,” says Joy McGilvray of the
volunteer group formed in 2012. “This is an
opportunity to work with people who are
keen to retain it. We see cyclists, walkers,
lots of dog walkers. We get to communicate
with people about what we’re doing.”
The park’s woody weeds were the first
to go. “We hand-sawed them out and put in
natives,” says Joy.
The rewards are in the fauna. “We have
about 60 species of birds, including black
cockatoos and grey galahs, and the quendas
are coming back into the park. If you’re
here in the early morning, you’ll likely
see kangaroos.”

“When we started none of us knew
anything,” jokes Lynda Smith. At first, they
were just three or four. Now on planting
days, the group can be 40-strong in their
efforts to revegetate part of the chain of
wetlands making up Beeliar Regional Park.
“We’ve got a lot of area to work in,” says
Lynda of the 360 hectares of natural bush
and wetland. “At the moment we’re working
in the north west corner, and we’ve been
planting there for 10 years.”
The group’s objective is to make the place
better for native animals, and more scenic
for visitors who use the walkways. As well
as one of the biggest stands of paperbark
woodland in the metropolitan area, more
than 85 species of birds have been
identified there.

“SALP has been a godsend,” says Wendy
Ende. “With funding we can get contractors
in to control the weeds. Then we can plant.”
Saturday mornings often see a gathering
of like-minded volunteers planting along
the trail. “All of us do it because we love the
bush. We get that pleasure out of seeing it
transform,” says Wendy, adding that a sense
of community is a happy by-product of the
landcare initiatives.
“We all think alike, we gel together. When
anything comes up we discuss it and come
to an agreement. There’s no one boss.
It’s almost like family.”

The wetlands are a breeding ground for the
rufous night heron and the swamp harrier.
Land animals include quendas, snakes,
wallabies, possums and bats.
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BIG PROJECTS MAKING ENDURING CHANGES

Surveys show birds
coming back to the
lake to breed.

Osprey fish dinner.
Photo Melissa Zappelli

Red tail cockatoos. Photo Barbara Knot

Black bream. Photo Matt Kleczkowski

Vellgrove bobtail.

Bringing back native wildlife
Dolphin sightings and black cockatoos
nesting get people excited. Turtles and bats,
lizards and possums, birds and bandicoots;
they’re all part of the scenery for landcare
volunteers right across Perth.
Wildlife is also the primary reason for many
projects. Planting around wetlands provides
crucial habitat and food for a range of
critters. And healthy nature corridors add
greatly to public amenity. Even nearby real
estate prices get a lift.
At the Pelican Point, Nedlands marine park
in the Swan River, you’ll see dolphins, frogs,
lizards and a raft of birds from threatened
fairy wrens to osprey and rainbow
bee-eaters. Even international guests.
“It’s one of the few areas left in the middle to
lower estuary that are set aside primarily for
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natural values,” says Catherine O’Neill from
the Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group.
Weeding and native planting thanks to
SALP funding has helped attract plentiful
wildlife to the coastal marsh – from as far
away as Siberia. In October, trans-equatorial
migratory wading birds use it as a
feeding ground before returning to Siberia
via Broome.
At Baigup Wetland in Bayswater, volunteers
are working hard to create a biodiverse
habitat. “We want an environment that’s
acceptable to a wide range of birds and also
quenda and rakali – the native water rat,”
says Penny Lee.
In the Mary Carroll Wetlands in Gosnells,
there’s been a celebrated homecoming.
“We’ve had a return of the fairy wren,”

says Unice Robinson. “That’s been
absolutely amazing. We’ve also seen an
increase in the sacred kingfisher.”
Across the city at Lake Claremont, surveys
show birds coming back to the lake to breed
along with new arrivals the locals have never
seen before.
For Richard Janes, of the North Swan Land
Conservation District Committee, revisiting
early revegetation sites is satisfying not
just for the tall stands of mature trees and
shrubs, but for the wildlife they attract.
“We’re now getting white-tailed blackcockatoos feeding on the banksias,” he says.
“We’re getting white-cheeked honeyeaters,
and fire finches. They’re feeding and they’re
nesting – it’s their habitat now.”

Nearer to nature
On a post-school dog walk, a young girl tugs
at her mum’s arm, drags her off the path
at Lake Claremont, points purposefully and
announces, “I planted that bush!”.
It’s a feel-good moment in which everything
makes sense for the Friends of Lake
Claremont. The group first included school
students in their planting days almost a
decade ago. “Now schools tend to approach
us,” says Claire Brittain.

Kids celebrate National Tree Planting Day on a SALP site by joining planter pots together.

Scores of students from Mt Claremont,
Quintilian, Swanbourne Primary, Methodist
Ladies College, Scotch, Christ Church and
John XXIII College have helped plant the
native shrubs, grasses and trees around the
conservation category wetland.
For the landcare group, the youngsters’
input represents hours of useful help getting
seedlings in the ground. It also fosters a
greater sense of pride and ownership in the
wetlands for the next generation.
For the kids, there’s the chance to get out
of the classroom, fulfil their community
service obligations, and learn about both the
environment, and the practicalities of how to
plant seedlings.
Back at school, the synergies continue.
Bird boxes made during woodwork class at
Scotch College have been installed at Lake
Claremont – a practical legacy right there in
the trees.

Peninsula,” says Mavis. “It’s a unique site
because it’s so close to the city and it’s the
only bit of remnant vegetation here.”

At Aquinas College, environmental work
carried out on the Mount Henry Peninsula
has been incorporated into the school
curriculum for Year 9 students.

Mavis says the students get a lot out of
working in the fresh air away from their
screens. “When they’re out here, they’re very
happy,” she says.

“They research the native animals and
plants on the Mount Henry Peninsula and
do a big project on it,” says Mavis Andrews,
who coordinates the Mount Henry Peninsula
Conservation Group.

School kids are also the big winners in
Sawyer’s Valley, where Friends of Jarrah
Creek Reserve start recruiting young.

Boys from all years at Aquinas participate
in regular weeding, planting and mulching
at the site. “They’re the caretakers of the

SALP youngsters on site.

“Connecting the kids with nature is a really
big part of how we do business here at
Sawyer’s Valley,” says Danielle Murphy.
“We have an opportunity once or twice a
year to engage the children in what we call

sustainable clubs. All classes are outside of
the classroom. We’re engaged in nature –
we’re out looking for birds, or in the wetland
dipping for macro invertebrates or riding
bikes along the trail.
“The opportunity for students is immense.
They are able to see the weed eradication
and what a difference it’s made for this
site, and then be engaged in planting native
species and watching them grow.”
Spotting one of the eight species of frogs
– burrowing and tree varieties – is part
of the payoff. “We’re lucky to have such
an incredible site so close to our school,”
says Danielle.
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The people
Amy Krupa
From volunteer to Chief Executive Officer.
For young people looking for good reasons
to volunteer with a landcare group, it’s one
trajectory to consider.
That’s been the career path for Amy Krupa.
The Environmental Science graduate started
volunteering in her early 20s for SERCUL
(the South East Region Centre for Urban
Landcare). Soon afterward, she got a job as
coordinator of the project on which she was
volunteering – the Phosphorous Awareness
Program. She stayed in the role for 17 years.
In March of this year, aged 41, she became
CEO of the entire organisation. SERCUL has
around 30 staff, and oversees a number

of SALP funded projects, mostly along the
Canning River.
“Volunteering is definitely a way to meet
different people and experience the
environment,” says Amy, citing some
advantages of getting involved in urban
landcare. “But it’s also a good way for young
people to see if it’s an area they might want
to work in.”
A high school student who did work
experience at SERCUL is bearing out that
idea. “He came to us at aged 17 to do
some volunteer work experience,” she says.
“Five or six years later, he’s employed here.”

SALP young camraderie.
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Rosanna
Hindmarsh
The aerial photographs tell the story –
before and after.
Where once there were drainage ditches,
now there are functioning waterways.
Farm dams have become healthy wetlands.
Bare, empty spaces have morphed into
banksia woodland housing Carnaby’s
cockatoos. Fifteen kilometres of waterways
on farms have been fenced and revegetated.
That’s the result of 20 years work supported
by the Chittering Landcare Centre, where a
collective of landcare groups – Chittering,
Bullsbrook, Wannamal and the Ellen
Brockman Integrated Catchment Group –
work together towards a healthy catchment.
“SALP has been a godsend,” says Rosanna
Hindmarsh, Chief Executive Officer of the
Chittering Landcare Centre from which
the groups operate. More than $1 million
in funds have supported their efforts over
two decades.
The scope of projects is vast, taking in
public farm land as well as the brooks and
rivers that feed into the Swan River.
“In one case there was 40 hectares of
Bassendean sand with nothing on it,” says
Rosanna. “It’s now a banksia woodland with
flowering plants, which is surveyed and
monitored for birds and animals.”
Another “blank slate” reserve was
transformed into a healthy wetland with help
from hundreds of school children.
The River Rangers – made up of primary
school aged children – have been actively
involved with the landcare activities, along
with students from St Mary’s Anglican Girls
School. The Bullsbrook Biodiversity corridor
has much to thank them for (they’ve been
known to get 23,000 plants into the ground
in a day).

Awareness raising has also been a big
part of the groups’ activities. Encouraging
farmers to introduce more sustainable
practices such as perennial grasses and
teaching rural residential landholders the
keys to good land management, is part of
the remit.
Having a shared vision for a healthy
catchment helps with the community feel
for those who come along to support the
various activities. That and the food.

The Bullsbrook
Biodiversity
corridor have
been known to get
23,000 plants into
the ground in a day.

“I feed them well,” says Rosanna. “Food is
the source of all pleasure. We make our
volunteers feel welcome, and I like to think
that we make them feel valued.”
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Jenny Johnson

Russell Gorton
It was the threat of development that
inspired Russell Gorton to start the Wilson
Wetland Action Group 20 years ago.
The threat hasn’t disappeared – private
business still seeks to develop part of the
Canning River Regional Park – but much
has been achieved.
Staving off the first push for development
meant that the old homestead Niana House,
then on track for demolition, was saved.
Such community interests have been at the
heart of the group, along with conservation
concerns like waging war on arum lilies,
watsonia and pepper trees.
The group has earned the regard of many
stakeholders, including the Castledare
Miniature Railway. “At first they just wanted
to play trains and told us ‘greenies’ to go
away,” says Russell.
“Many years later they’re part funding some
of our work because they can see we’re
doing a good job and it benefits them.
That’s been the best thing about SALP
funding. It’s allowed us to go out and seek
other funds.”
A $10,000 grant from SALP, for instance, can
turn into $15,000 of works with help from
another interested party.

Another highly valued aspect of SALP
is its provision for the administration
or promotion of a project. That allows
for regular morning teas and a social
Christmas breakfast for the small but
engaged group of volunteers.
“Being able to put on eggs and bacon and
hash browns and celebrate volunteering,
is really important and it goes a long way,”
says Russell.
And there are other daily thrills in store
for volunteers.
“One time we were fiddling around with
some large hollow logs, which we’d been
using as natural stabilisation for a creek
line. For the better part of three hours
we played about with this one piece of
timber, rolling it over, submerging it, poking
our fingers in the hollows, saying what a
fantastic habitat it would be for the gilgies,”
says Russell.
“Finally we stopped to reflect on a job
well done. As we stood in the creek in our
waders, having that first quiet moment of
reflection, out came the biggest tiger snake
I’ve ever seen in my life. It looked at us with
complete disgust, swam between our legs
and disappeared into the rushes.”

It’s gardening on other people’s property.
That’s how keen gardener Jenny
Johnson views the landcare work she
started 30 years ago in the Shire of
Mundaring.
“I like planting and growing things, and
seeing the benefits 10 or 15 years later,”
she says. Rather than a lush backyard
garden, Jenny has plied her green thumb
for the benefit of the wider community;
in gravel pits and degraded streams and
similar sites in need of some love.
Jenny has been the driving force behind
multiple projects in the region, including
the Timbertop Reserve rehabilitation
project. She managed to grow $7000
of seed funding into almost $60,000
of rehabilitation work on the desolate
gravel pit. “It’s completely transformed,”
she says, citing new stands of tall trees,
wetlands and reeds. “Now you can’t see
from one side to the other.”
Rallying people is among Jenny’s skills.
She has mobilised mining companies,
developers, students and community
members in various ways to bring about
positive changes at various degraded
sites. Grateful wildlife like roos, quendas,
reptiles and birds are among the reasons
she does it.
“It just makes you feel good,” she says.
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Una Bell

SALP Awards honour landcare legends

It takes a special person to turn around
the reputation of a place known locally as
‘The Dump’. Una Bell did it. She helped raise
awareness about the significance of granite
outcrop Throssell Park Reserve in Sawyers
Valley and was instrumental rallying residents
to rid it of rubbish and weeds.

Tireless volunteers and dedicated
organisations will be recognised at the Swan
Alcoa Landcare Program 20 Year Celebration
Awards in November. The awards are for
volunteers and organisations that have made
invaluable contributions to the program.

The Cam Clay Outstanding Partner Award
acknowledges a local government, industry
or partner organisation that has shown
long term commitment and support to
community groups in implementing and
maintaining SALP projects.

The Dr Ian Colquhoun Lifetime Achievement
Award will be awarded to a volunteer who
has shown an unflagging dedication to the
cause and has been helping out for the
long haul.

The award honours Cam Clay, a SALP
veteran who died in 2013. Cam was
passionate about protecting the
environment. During 15 years volunteer
service, he was an advocate for partnership
and working with government, industry and
community to achieve the best outcomes. He
was a big character who had a big impact on
improving and protecting the environment.

It’s one of several projects to which Una
has devoted 30 years of effort, from Bugle
Tree Gully Park to Black Cockatoo Reserve.
Not just in weeding and planting, but
education too. Her ‘Bee Gone’ project raised
awareness of the impact that unmanaged
European bees have on native species in
bushland areas. It also saw 40 bee hives
removed from Black Cockatoo Reserve.
Una has conducted countless workshops
promoting the importance of native
grasses. On a volunteer basis, she delivers
professional development workshops for
local government bushcare officers and has
produced several publications on flora and
native grass identification.

The award honours the late Dr Ian
Colquhoun, who died in 2015. A passionate
scientist, he worked at Alcoa for more
than 30 years, where his commitment
to ecological restoration and his deep
understanding of our environment left
a strong legacy of excellence. Ian was a
community champion and a dedicated and
tireless volunteer.

A Budding Landcare Award will also
be awarded to a person under 30 who
has demonstrated enthusiasm for and
commitment to SALP projects.

Arming the younger generation with
knowledge and inspiration is among Una’s
biggest motivations.
“Encouraging young people to get involved
in the environment and landcare is really
important to me as I get older,” she says.

Volunteers at the SALP Funding Ceremony breakfast.

Bee Gone project – Una Bell

Some of the people involved with the SALP projects.
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The future
Most landcare volunteers look pretty content. What could be more soul-nourishing than seeing
rubbish tips transformed into parklands, drains into streams, or tiny seedlings into adult trees?

Still, there is plenty of grey hair about.
That’s because most volunteers are aged
between 50 and 90 years old. Many started
volunteering 20 years ago and were so
drawn in by the camaraderie and the thrill of
seeing tangible improvements to their local
environments, that they’ve happily carried on.

Everyone’s a winner
Happy waterways are not the only by-product
of SALP projects. When projects get green-lit
for funding, there are positive flow-on effects in
the community.

Contractors can be employed to clear
weeds, erect fencing or carry out earthworks,
creating employment opportunities and
buy-in from industry and economic benefits
far greater than the value of the grants.
The program includes tiny groups with
volunteers you can count on one hand,
as well as big organisations overseeing
multiple landcare projects across hundreds
of hectares in conjunction with local
government. They’re all doing good on their
respective patches from Wannamal to

Whiteman Park, Bannister Creek to Pelican
Point, Mt Henry to Jane Brook, Armadale to
Ocean Reef and as far south as Cockburn.
“I’m a great grandmother now, so it’s
even more acute for me,” says Penny Lee
of the Baigup Wetland Interest Group.
“I’m very aware of doing our best for
future generations and to leave the kind of
environment that we ourselves enjoyed.”
Volunteers themselves often gain as much
as they give. Mostly they do it because they
love the bushland and waterways where they

Lake Claremont local residents planting day.
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Young Bloods
live but there are a host of other benefits.
It’s great exercise, and it’s social and many
firm friendships are formed both in and out
of the field.
“I’ve met some wonderful people and I love
the camaraderie we all have, we all look after
each other,” says bush poet Bronwyn Edney,
a custodian at the Bennett Brook Reserve.
“Just being outdoors is incredibly good
for the soul.”
Local knowledge is valued, so there’s a
sense of shared achievement as volunteers
take ownership of their projects. Everyone
including kids can learn first hand the
value of their local wetlands. Creating
recreational spaces and nature corridors for
the enjoyment of future generations is part
of the payoff.
Professional contacts can be forged over a
tray of seedlings. Many careers in landcare
and elsewhere begin with volunteering.
And although there’s no better reward than
hearing birdsong near a babbling brook, a
happy spinoff is that local real estate prices
trend upwards when the health and amenity
of surrounding natural bush and parkland
is improved.

Zac Hardisty
Zac Hardisty is standing near the edge of
Lake Claremont, describing the scene.
“You can clearly see each planting zone,”
he says, clocking roughly 300,000 trees
that have been installed on the former
nine-hole golf course since 2009, when it
was returned to the Town of Claremont
as parkland.
“Some of them are 15 or 20 metres high.
The area is home to more than 90 species
of birds and that’s only increased since the
restoration work. We also have long-neck
turtles and lizards. And the micro bats
can eat several times their body weight in
mosquitoes every night, so they’re really
important for keeping mosquito levels
under control.”
Zac was just 14 when he first got involved
as a volunteer with Friends of Lake
Claremont. Now 23, his passion for this
and the wider environment is boundless.
A student of environmental science,
he’s unsure where to put his energy
because he sees all of it as crucial in the
face of climate change. “Water shortages
and food shortages are going to become a
real thing,” he says.
What he’s sure about is that acting local is
a great way to begin.

It’s social and many
firm friendships
are formed.

“As a volunteer, you might plant 100 trees
in two hours and 10 years down the road
they’re 20 metres tall.		
“You have the opportunity to meet all
kinds of passionate, like-minded, caring
people that quite often have a lot of
experience and knowledge in these areas.

Zac Hardisty

So just getting out there and doing a little
bit can make you feel positive.
“If you can take the little victories and
build on those, that’s when you start to get
some movement, the feeling that you’re
not powerless,” says Zac, who grew up a
stone’s throw from Lake Claremont.
“When you do something locally, it’s easy
to break out from there and start making
more of an impact – not just on the
environment but on people around you.
We need people to wake up and care, so
we can really make a difference.”
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Adrian Botha
Cute and furry critters are a big drawcard,
especially for young people. It was this
way for Adrian Botha, until he had his
eyes opened.
“There’s no point saving animals if there’s
no habitat for them,” says the 20-year old.
“I realised it was at ground level that the work
needs doing.”
During his final years of high school,
Adrian did a work placement at the Chittering
Landcare Centre. It was instrumental
in directing his career choices. The day
he finished high school, he started an
apprenticeship. He’s now a project officer for
the group, busily helping to create places fit
for those beloved critters.
“It’s very fulfilling seeing a niche micro
environment you’ve created start to function
naturally, and seeing animals move into the
area,” he says.

As well as contact with interesting people
from all walks of life, Adrian says it’s the
long-term payoffs that make this kind of work
so rewarding – especially for young people
with full lives ahead.
“One day in years to come you’ll be driving
down the highway and you’ll see a patch
of bush,” he says. “You’ll be able to tell your
kids that you helped bring that back, and
you’re part of the reason they can now see
animals there.”

It’s the long-term
payoffs that make
this kind of work
so rewarding.

Adrian Botha in action.

Jake Pickersgill
At seven years old, it was the fat-tyred
diggers and earthworks machines that most
interested Jake Pickersgill when his Dad
took him to a volunteering day at Bannister
Creek in 2000.
Something else clicked, though, because
18 years later he still volunteers on
planting days. He also works in the
environmental field.

“If I hadn’t done volunteering I wouldn’t
be doing this now”, says the 25-year old
of his work as Operations Manager for an
environmental company.
“Once I started learning how important
urban reforestation is, and about living
streams, I got really interested and thought
I’d like to do it full time.”

Once I started learning how
important urban reforestation is,
and about living streams, I thought
I’d like to do it full time.
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When the boyish thrill of the tractors wore
off, it was the pleasure of being in the bush
that sold Jake on his environmental journey.
“You’re working outdoors rather than being
stuck inside, and you’re making a difference
to the landscape,” says Jake. “Where I
volunteer was a grass-sided drain, now it’s
a living stream. It’s really good to be able to
see the change.”
In an unusual turn of events, Jake’s father
followed him into an environmental career.
The former panel beater switched careers
to become an area manager for the same
company at which Jake works. Until his
retirement last year, he was among Jake’s
favourite colleagues.
“I love working with my old man,” he says.
And with Mum a long time secretary of the
Bannister Creek Catchment Group, there’s
doubtless been a lot of seeding and weeding
talk over dinner.

Will Hussey
Twelve year old Will Hussey has been
working the soil at Mount Henry
Peninsula since the ripe age of nine.
“I’ll do it for as long as I’m allowed to
keep doing it,” says the Aquinas College
student whose fellow volunteers are
his classmates. They don gloves and
wield shovels regularly throughout the
school term, helping to maintain the
patch of remnant bushland that flanks
their school.
“I like that you get fresh air, and you get
to explore the bush,” says Will. “We find
lots of different stuff. Last week I found
this furry thing, like the seeds of a plant.
It was really cool.”

Denisse Fierro Arcos with her bat nesting box.

Denisse Fierro Arcos

Will says he likes knowing he’s doing his
bit to help others enjoy the space. That
includes athletes from Aquinas, whose
cross country running trail is diligently
trimmed and mulched by the volunteers.
It also includes animals.

I like that you get
fresh air, and you
get to explore
the bush.

“We see bandicoots, and little lizards,”
says the year seven student. “I haven’t
seen the baby osprey yet but I hope
to soon.”
Perhaps he’ll snap a photo on a
smart phone?
“No, we all leave them in our bags,”
he says. “I think it’s good to get off
technology for a while.”

One sunshiny day, student volunteer
Denisse Fierro Arcos was leading a group
around Pelican Point. She raved about the
environment, and the importance of protecting
its wildlife. Willy wagtails sang, pelicans glided
and, at a poignant moment, a dolphin swam by
to help make her case.
“A lot of those people came back to volunteer!”
she says.
It’s moments like those, plus the “warm feeling”
that comes with seeing real results, that saw
her volunteer for the Swan Estuary Reserves
Action Group for many years.
She helped coordinate students from nearby
University of Western Australia to attend
regular planting days. When she went on
student exchange, a bird nesting platform was
erected in her honour.
The now marine biologist says there is much
to recommend getting involved.
“Everybody is really friendly, and it’s a nice way
to meet new people, especially for international
students,” says Denise “And if you’re a student
it looks good on your resume, because you’re
contributing to the community.”
Will Hussey
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Get involved
Got some local knowledge? An interest in making your home patch healthier and more liveable?
Like a bit of outdoor action? Your local landcare group would love to hear from you.
Volunteering need not be a punishing
commitment. With many landcare groups
you just need to show up at a planting site
for an hour on a Saturday once a year and
you’ll be shown a lot of gratitude and as
much tea as you like. Many hands make
light work.
Landcare groups throughout the Swan
Canning catchment will be holding open
days throughout spring at their respective
sites. Many will hold casual barbecues
over the Christmas period and offer the
opportunity to find out about the projects
and the volunteering requirements.
Contact your nearest group to find out more
(see opposite page for a list of active Perth
metropolitan landcare groups near your
suburb) or go to www.perthnrm.com and
look under Swan Alcoa Landcare Program
for an online map of the groups’ project
sites. If you’re unsure where to volunteer,
Perth NRM can match you with your
ideal project.
Contact enquiries@perthnrm.com
Friends of Maylands Samphire volunteers transform their patch. Photo Catherine Ehrhardt.

You just need
to show up at a
planting site for an
hour on a Saturday
once a year and
you’ll be shown
a lot of gratitude.
Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions staff assist volunteers.
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Swan Alcoa Landcare Program partner groups
Armadale/Gosnells Landcare Group
Armadale, Gosnells
Phone: 0412 713 582
Email: nmewbum@armadale.wa.gov.au

Friends of Forrestdale (Inc)
Armadale
Phone: 9397 0276
Email: jaylin@iinet.net.au

Lower Helena Association Inc.
Swan
Phone: 0400 327 466
Email: rebeccaludemann@yahoo.com.au

Baigup Wetland Interest Group
Bayswater
Phone: 0448 543 755
Email: baigup@iinet.net.au

Friends of Jorgensen Park
Kalamunda
Phone: 9257 9806
Email: mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au

Mount Henry Peninsula Conservation Group
Bentley
Phone: 9450 0386, 0407 447 669
Email: mavis.andrews@aquinas.wa.edu.au

Bannister Creek Catchment Group
Lynwood
Phone: 9458 5664
Email: catwilliams@sercul.org.au

Friends of Lake Claremont
Claremont
Phone: 0401 376 085
Email: folc.wa@gmail.com

Black Cockatoo Reserve Friends Group
Mundaring
Phone: 0411 357 875
Email: kaylene1045@hotmail.com

Friends of Lion Mill Creek
Mundaring
Phone: 0438 464 278
Email: stephanie.abbett@bigpond.com

North Swan Land Conservation District
Committee
Muchea
Phone: 9571 1589
Email: annejanes@bigpond.com

Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group
Midland
Phone: 0403 924 250
Email: blackadderwoodbridge@gmail.com

Friends of Mary Carroll Wetland
Gosnells
Phone: 0434 831 230
Email: unicerobinson@gmail.com

Bungendore Park Environmental Group
Bedfordale
Phone: 0428 920 881 or 0418 111 664
Email: tony-clark@iinet.net.au

Friends of Maylands Samphire
Maylands
Phone: 9271 4488
Email: samphire.project@gmail.com

Canning River Regional Park Volunteers
Ferndale
Phone: 9458 3669
Email: admin@canningriver.org.au

Friends of Paganoni Swamp
Singleton
Phone: 0439 921 298
Email: FOP@westnet.com.au

Chittering Landcare Group
Chittering
Phone: 9571 0400
Email: chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au

Friends of The Spectacles
The Spectacles
Phone: 0419 983 956
Email: fotsmail@gmail.com

Ellen Brockman Integrated
Catchment Group
Chittering, Swan, Gingin
Phone: 9571 0400
Email: chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au

Friends of Wireless Hill
Ardross
Phone: 0402 105 649
Email: S3mmatthews@hotmail.com

Friends of Bennett Brook
Caversham
Phone: 9267 9341 (Wednesday and Friday)
Email: friendsofbennettbrook@gmail.com
Friends of Boya Trail
Mundaring
Phone: 9252 0200
Email: yrsherriffs@gmail.com

Roleybushcare
Armadale
Phone: 0423 171 720
Email: info@roleybushcare.com.au
SERCUL – South East Regional Centre for
Urban Landcare
South-East Region of Perth
Phone: 9458 5664
Email: danfriesen@sercul.org.au
Swan Estuary Reserves Action Group
(SERAG)
Nedlands
Phone: 9339 2439
Email: swanestuaryreserves@gmail.com
Wannamal Lake Catchment Group
Wannamal
Phone: 0439 091 179
Email: chitteringlandcare@iinet.net.au
Wilson Wetlands Action Group
Wilson
Phone: 0407 135 412
Email: wilsonwetland@gmail.com

Friends of Woodlupine Living Stream
Kalamunda
Phone: 9257 9806
Email: mick.davis@kalamunda.wa.gov.au
Jane Brook Catchment Group
Mundaring
Phone: 0421 733 355
Email: janebrookcg@gmail.com

Back cover photo: Lewi McGilvray is part
of the future wave of SALP volunteers.
Photo Alison McGilvray
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