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Being members of the West Australian Native 
Orchid Study and Conservation Group 
(WANOSCG) for just over a year my husband 
George and I were both excited and afraid at 
the same time when the opportunity arose for 
us to join the DEC volunteers in a form of the 
“Adopt an Orchid” project.  

We were assigned the Priority 1 Caladenia 
uliginosa subs. uliginosa (frail spider orchid), 
which was known from just three locations in 
south west WA.  

The aim was to survey known populations, 
recognize the threats and obtain data as well 
as to look for new populations. We were well 
prepared by Andrew Brown from DEC and 
Kim Hanson our group project coordinator.  

The DEC officers from down south were more 
than helpful in assisting us with information 
but it took three trips and help from other 
WANOSG volunteers to locate and recognize 
our first frail spider orchid.  

Once we knew what to look for (there are many different 
white spider orchids in the bush) we located over 40 plants, 
most of them flowering.  

It was great experience to learn about a particular orchid and 
its environment but also to find ways of proper data taking, 
documenting and analyzing it.  

Unfortunately the joy of seeing such a beautiful orchid was 
shadowed by the many threats it faces particularly weed in-
festation, chemical spraying, household rubbish and indus-
trial waste dumping , land erosion (both due to the weather 
and human excavations) and off road traffic.   

We thoroughly enjoyed our 
expeditions and each time 
learned something new. 

 

If you like the bush and care about the future of some, if not all, the beautiful 

native orchids of WA join us in the “Adopt an Orchid” program.  Another great 

season is just around the corner.  

 

For more information or to join the program please contact Andrew Brown on 

9334 0122 or email Andrew.brown@dec.wa.gov.au 
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