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Recovery
o f a S p e c i e s

CALM is committed to ensuring that Critically Endangered taxa are conserved. This
is done through the preparation of a Recovery Plan (RP) or Interim Recovery Plan
(IRP), which outlines the recovery actions that are required to urgently address
those threatening processes most affecting the ongoing survival of threatened species
in the wild and begin the recovery process.

IRPs are prepared by CALM and implemented by Regional or District Recovery
teams consisting of representatives from CALM, Kings Park and Botanic Gardens,
community groups, private landowners, local Shires and various government
organisations.

Eremophilas belong to the family
Myoporaceae, a group that is
mainly confined to semi-arid and
arid regions of Australia. Currently
214 species are recognised with
about 70 yet to be formally named.
Western Australia has by far the
largest number with over 184
species.

The common name ‘Poverty Bush’
refers to the tolerance that many
species have to poor soils and very
low, unreliable rainfall. ‘Emu bush’
is another name for members of the
genus.

Aboriginal people have used
Eremophila species in ceremonial
rites, and in liniments, medicines
and antiseptics. During recent
studies many species have also been
found to contain chemicals that
may be of great pharmaceutical
value in modern medicine.

Due to land clearance, rising saline
water tables and degraded habitat
14 species of Eremophila are
currently declared as threatened flora. One of the rarest of these
is Eremophila rostrata MS (beaked eremophila).

Charles Gardner made the first collection of beaked eremophila
from an area near Cue in 1927.Further collections have since been
made at Cue and also some 280 kilometres south near Perenjori.
Plants at Cue are growing within a mining lease while populations
near Perenjori are growing in highly disturbed environments along
road reserves and in remnant bushland on a farm.

Beaked eremophila is an erect shrub 1.5 to 3 m tall with
1 mm wide terete, glossy, dark green, glabrous leaves and
pendulous, pink to carmine, unspotted flowers with extended
stamens. Flowers have small calyx lobes 2 to 3 mm long and
a corolla with 2 distinct upper lobes and 3 lower lobes.

A close-up of the often semi-pendulous flowers.These are pink outside, paler pink inside and lack spotting.
Photo – A. Brown.

If you think you have seen this plant, please call the
Department of Conservation and Land Management’s (CALM)

Geraldton District on (08) 9921 5955.

Beaked eremophila. Photo – A. Brown.



IRPs will be deemed a success if the number of individuals
within the population and/or the number of populations
have increased.

CALM has set up the Geraldton District
Threatened Flora Recovery Team to
coordinate recovery actions that address the
greatest threats to the survival of the species
in the wild (see overleaf).

Beaked Eremophila is known from four widely
separated, mostly small populations and
CALM is keen to know of any others.

If unable to contact the district office on the
above number, please phone the CALM’s
Wildlife Branch on (08) 9334 0422.

Recovery of a Species
CALM is committed to ensuring that
Critically Endangered flora does not become
extinct in the wild. This is done through the
preparation of a Recovery Plan or Interim
Recovery Plan (IRP), which outlines the
recovery actions that are required to urgently
address those threatening processes most
affecting the ongoing survival of threatened
taxa in the wild and begin the recovery
process.

IRPs are prepared by CALM and
implemented by Regional or District Recovery
Teams consisting of representatives from
CALM, community groups, private
landowners, local shires and various
government organisations.

Recovery actions that have been, and will be,
progressively implemented to protect the
species include:

Protection from current threats:
land managers have been made aware of the
location and threatened status of the species;
Declared Rare Flora markers have been
installed near Population 2; seed has been
collected and stored at the CALM'sThreatened

Flora Seed Centre; further surveys have been conducted; regular
monitoring of the health of populations and continued
implementation of the Interim Recovery Plan for this species.

Protection from future threats:
these include the development of a fire management strategy;
fencing of populations; rehabilitation of habitat and stimulation
of soil stored seed; further survey; promote awareness of the
species; seed collection and cutting material; obtain further
biological and ecological information.
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Habitat and growth form of the Beaked Eremophila, which is typically an erect, rounded shrub
1.5 to 3 m tall. Photo – A. Brown.

The species is distinguished from the similar Eremophila
oppositifolia (weeooka) in having alternate leaves, smaller calyx
lobes and consistently pink flowers (E. oppositifolia usually has
cream to pale pink flowers).

The species is found in two quite different habitats. Near Cue it
grows on stony, buff coloured saline-clays at the base of
quartzite hills in an open shrubland of Acacia and Eremophila
species over open low Ptilotus. Near Perenjori it grows in light
brown clayey loam under open Mallee and Acacia over broom
bush and tall mulla-mullas.

Beaked Eremophila was declared as Rare Flora and ranked as
Critically Endangered (CR) in April 2002 due to the small number
of populations and mature individuals.The main threats are lack of
habitat, mining, grazing, road maintenance, inappropriate fire
regimes and poor recruitment. Currently, beaked eremophila is
known from just four populations and a total of 73 plants.
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