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Volunteer surveys for lemon spider orchid – Caladenia luteola 
 
By Thea and Kim Hanson 
 
As part of the Adopt an Orchid project run by the Western Australian Native Orchid Study and Conservation Group 
(WANOSCG ) and the Department of Parks and Wildlife (DPaW) our group of four members (Kim and Thea Hanson, 
Lyn Alcock and Iain McLean) surveyed two sites for lemon spider orchid (Caladenia luteola) in the Katanning area 
in September 2012.   
 
Site one contained a population of 99 flowering 
plants and two in fruit. It was exciting to 
discover the population extended past the 
boundary fence of the reserve with the 
additional area containing 25 flowering plants 
and seven in fruit. Altogether there were 124 
flowering plants and nine in fruit. The area had 
scattered patches of sheoak (Allocasuarina) and 
wattle (Acacia) and a few wandoo (Eucalyptus 
wandoo). Under these trees were sedges, 
everlastings, Dampiera and wattles. Orchids 
commonly found in the area were fringed 
mantis orchid (Caladenia falcata), pink candy 
orchid (C. hirta subsp. rosea), white spider 
orchid (C. longicauda), clown orchid (C. roei), 
common donkey orchid (Diuris corymbosa),  
purple enamel orchid (Elythranthera brunonis) 
and jug orchid (Pterostylis recurva).  
 
Site two produced 123 flowering plants, six 
finished and six in fruit. At this site there were 
sheoak (Allocasuarina) wattle (Acacia), purple 
tassels (Sowerbaea laxiflora), common fringe 
myrtle (Calytrix tetragona), everlastings and a 
similar range of orchids to Site one with the 
addition of cowslip orchid (Caladenia flava), 
blue china orchid (Cyanicula gemmata), pink 
enamel orchid (Elythranthera emarginata), 
pouched leek orchid (Prasophyllum 
cyphochilum) and lemon-scented sun orchid 
(Thelymitra antennifera).  
 

The next day Kim and I surveyed Site three 
near Woodanilling and found a single plant 
flowering and one in fruit.  
 
We then surveyed several other potential sites and found possible habitat but no flowers. However, these areas 
were too large to cover in the time we had and we plan to do a more thorough search in 2013. 

 
Threats to lemon spider orchid include rising salinity, changed fire regimes and weeds. 
 
 In 2013 we plan to monitor how many plants have been successfully pollinated.  

The typical yellow flowered form (right) and a beautiful red 

flowered form (left).  


