
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TEC Description 

The seasonal clay-based wetlands are the most floristically diverse of the 

Swan Coastal Plain wetlands. The deeper pools and wet flats are 

characterised by temporally overlapping suites of annual herbs and 

geophytes (plants that die down to bulbs corms or tubers over summer) 

that flower and set seed as the pools dry through spring. Over summer 

the clay substrates dry to impervious pans. At least 50% of the flora 

comprise annual or perennial herbs, many endemic to the claypans. 

These clay pan communities are otherwise known as ‘floristic community 

type 7, 8, 9, and 10a’ as defined in the 1994 report by Gibson et al. 

entitled ‘A floristic survey of the southern Swan Coastal Plain’. 

Distribution 

Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) Regions: Swan, South West 

DBCA Districts: Swan Coastal, Perth Hills, Wellington, Blackwood 

Local Government Authorities: Serpentine–Jarrahdale, Harvey, Murray, Armadale, Gosnells, Swan, Waroona, 

Gingin, Bunbury, Busselton, Capel, Dardanup, Kalamunda, Boyup Brook. 

Habitat Requirements 

The clay pan communities occur where clay substrate is low in the landscape and forms an impermeable layer close 

to the surface. These communities are seasonally wet or inundated. The clay pan communities rely on rainfall and 

local surface drainage to fill and are unlikely to be connected to groundwater.  

Indigenous Interests 

An Aboriginal Sites Register is kept by the Department of Indigenous Affairs. According to the register, there are a 

number of significant sites in the vicinity of the communities. The South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council 
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(SWALSC), an umbrella group, covers the areas in which the communities occur. Traditional owner groups: Juat, 

Whadjuk, Pindjarup and Wadandi. 

Conservation Status 

Community types 7, 8, 9 listed as vulnerable, and type 10a as endangered under WA Minister Environmentally 

Sensitive Areas list in policy. All types also listed as Endangered under the Commonwealth Environment Protection 

and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 under the umbrella type ‘Clay pans of the Swan Coastal Plain’. 

Threatening Processes 

The major threats to the community are weed invasion, hydrological change, grazing by introduced or native 

species, recreational impacts, vegetation clearing, declining rainfall, and too frequent fire. 

Recovery Plan 

An interim recovery plan has been produced for the Claypans of the Swan Coastal Plain, and outlines the recovery 

actions required to reduce the threats and maintain or improve overall condition to ensure the community’s long-

term survival. Recommended actions include investigating, monitoring and managing hydrology, monitoring the 

flora, managing fire, weed control, fencing, controlling feral and grazing animals, and seeking conservation 

management.  
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Disclaimer 

The State of Western Australia and its employees do not guarantee that this publication is without flaw of any kind 

or is wholly appropriate for your particular purposes and therefore disclaims all liability for any error, loss or other 

consequence that may arise from you relying on any information in this publication. 


