
 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

The Western Australian Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) received Royal Assent on 21 September 2016.  

When fully proclaimed it will replace the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act) and the associated Wildlife 

Conservation Regulations 1970.  Biodiversity Conservation Regulations (BC Regulations) are currently being developed.  

The BC Regulations are intended to commence on 1 January 2019. 

The Department recognises that wildlife rehabilitators provide a valuable service to the community and support the 

Department in its efforts to conserve the State’s biodiversity. This information sheet outlines the proposed approach 

that will be taken with regard to Wildlife Rehabilitation under the BC Act.   

For further information on the BC Act and Regulations please see the Department’s website:  

https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/biodiversity-conservation-act  

Current situation 
Under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950, any fauna (native animal) that is sick, injured or abandoned may be 

rehabilitated provided that it is released once it has sufficiently recovered. 

When a member of the public finds a sick, injured or abandoned native animal, they are encouraged to contact the 

Wildcare Helpline to seek advice and assistance.   

Proposed new arrangements 
Under the new Biodiversity Conservation Regulations, the rehabilitation of fauna that is sick, injured or abandoned 

must be undertaken under the guidance of a licenced rehabilitator unless the animal is not being kept for more than 

72 hours and is being released at the place from where it was originally taken. 

In addition, there will be a requirement for “notifiable species” (which include all threatened and specially protected 

species, and species that require specialised care) to be reported to the Department within 24 hours of taking 

possession.  

A new licensing system is therefore proposed for wildlife rehabilitation.  

It is envisaged that the fee for this licence may be waived and where possible any administration burden minimised.  
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Why are these changes necessary? 

People rehabilitating wildlife have not previously been required to demonstrate their aptitude and effectiveness to 

care for sick, injured or abandoned fauna (i.e. have not required a licence). 

Although members of the public are currently encouraged to pass sick or injured fauna to wildlife rehabilitators who 

have the skills and expertise to look after compromised fauna, there are many instances where this does not occur. 

The result is that sick, injured or abandoned fauna may not receive the correct care and rehabilitation, and that fewer 

fauna may be able to be released back into the wild.  

There are already well-established networks of skilled and experienced wildlife rehabilitators. Having a system in place 

that formally recognises and supports these wildlife rehabilitators will result in better outcomes for sick, injured or 

abandoned fauna. 

This proposed system will ensure that threatened and specially protected fauna, or fauna that have specific needs, can 

be quickly directed to the most appropriate facility for them to receive the best treatment and have a better chance 

of being returned to the wild.   

This will also enable the provision of more information regarding the number and types of fauna that come into care 

and provide statistics on how many animals are released to better support the broader conservation of wildlife in 

Western Australia. This may also support directing resources to specialised rehabilitators, facilities or species. 

What if fauna cannot be rehabilitated? 

Fauna that is brought in for rehabilitation should be rehabilitated and released as soon as it is capable of fending for 

itself.  If the fauna cannot be rehabilitated and released, the fate of those animals will be determined in consultation 

with the Department.  There are limited circumstances under which fauna that is derelict (i.e. unable to be 

rehabilitated) may be held under a licence.   

Participation is encouraged: 
DBCA is seeking expressions of interest from experienced wildlife rehabilitator organisations and/or individuals to 

consult on the development of this new system for wildlife rehabilitation. Please email your expression of interest, 

detailing your experience in wildlife rehabilitation to biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au.  

 

Alternatively, please send you comments and suggestions to: biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au.  


