
 

 

 

 

The Western Australian Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) received Royal Assent on 21 

September 2016.  When fully proclaimed it will repeal the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and the 

associated Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970.  Biodiversity Conservation Regulations (BC 

Regulations) are currently being developed to enable the proclamation of further parts of the BC Act.  

The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations are intended to commence on 1 January 2019. 

It is intended to maintain the current non-protected status of dingoes in Western Australia that was 

gazetted in 1984 under the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (WC Act). The WC Act declared all fauna to 

be wholly protected through out the whole State at all times, unless declared otherwise. In 1984, the 

then Environment Minister declared dingoes to be unprotected for the purposes of the Act. 

Under the BC Act, dingoes are considered a native species and consequently considered fauna under 

the Act. To maintain the dingo’s status, it is intended that the Minister for Environment will make an 

order under section 9(2) of the BC Act declaring it to not be fauna for the purposes of the Act.  

Currently, dingoes may be taken anywhere in the State without a WC Act licence and this will continue 

under the BC Act. 

Dingoes interbreed readily with other wild and domestic dogs and there is no simple relationship 

between genetic purity and physical appearance of the dingo. 

It is recognised that the Australian dingo (as a breed) has heritage and cultural significance and are an 

important part of Aboriginal culture/heritage. Dingoes may also play an ecological role and are 

believed to be effective at controlling rabbits and other herbivores and may supress or displace feral 

cats and foxes.  

Western Australia’s policy for wild dog management is to control wild dogs, including dingoes, in and 

near livestock grazing areas in WA. Wild dogs, including dingoes, feral dogs and hybrids, are declared 

pests under the Biosecurity and Agriculture Management Act 2007, and land managers are responsible 

for wild dog control on their land. The Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions will 

continue to manage occurrences of the dingo for their cultural and ecological significance on lands 

that it manages. 
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