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INDICATIVE CEO LICENSING GUIDELINES 

TO SUPPORT THE BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION REGULATIONS 
 

CRITERIA FOR REVIEWING AND ASSESSING THE SPECIES THAT MAY 

BE KEPT UNDER A FAUNA POSSESSING (PET KEEPER’S) LICENCE  

 
1. Legislative Basis for these Guidelines 

 
Section 256 of the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (the Act) provides for the 
regulations to establish a licensing scheme under which the CEO may grant licences for 

the purposes of the Act.  Subsection (2)(k) provides that the regulations may regulate the 
issue by the CEO of guidelines in respect of licensing matters.  

 
Section 152 provides for an offence for possessing fauna without lawful authority.  It is 
intended that a person may apply for a licence to possess fauna under a fauna 

possessing (pet keeper’s) licence provided that the species is listed in one of the two 
following keeping categories: 

 

• Standard (Category B) 

• Advanced (Category C) 

 
The list of species that may be kept under a fauna possessing (pet keeper’s) licence, or 

is exempt from licensing requirements, is attached to this guideline and will also be 
published on the Department’s website. 

 
2. Purpose of these Guidelines 
 

The purpose of these guidelines is to: 
 

i) set out the criteria that are to be used to assess which pet keeping category a 
species may be listed in; 

ii) outline the procedure that is to be used for nominating and reviewing a 

proposal to list a species in a different category (i.e. an amending proposal);  
iii) outline the procedure that is to be used for nominating and reviewing a 

proposal to add a new species to one of these categories (i.e. a new 
proposal where that species is not currently listed in an existing category and 
which may include where the species is to be imported to WA). 

 
3. Criteria for each of the pet keeping categories 

 
3.1 Exempt category species: 
 

An exempt species is a species of fauna that the CEO considers is readily available in 
the pet trade, does not meet the criteria for standard or advanced species, and meets all 

of the following criteria: 
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i) it is listed as a permitted organism on the WA Organisms List in the Exempt 
keeping category under section 11 or section 22(2) of the Biosecurity and 

Agriculture Management Act 2007;  
ii) it is not likely to be the subject of illegal trade and illegal take from the wild; 

iii) it is resilient to handling and being kept in captivity; 
iv) it has no special feeding or housing requirements; 
v) it is not dangerous to human health or wellbeing; 

vi) it does not represent a biosecurity risk; and 
vii) restrictions on the keeping of this species as a pet are otherwise not justified. 

 
[It is intended that the species that would be eligible for listing as exempt from 
requiring a licence are the bird species currently listed in Wildlife Conservation 

Regulation 3A or in Part A(1) or A(2) of Appendix C to the Wildlife Conservation 
Regulations 1970 (WCR).  Other species that could be considered are those listed 

as ‘exempt birds’ in the draft revised categories (May 2003).  The DBCA is 
continuing the status quo and no herpetofauna are considered eligible at this stage.] 

 

3.2 Standard licence category: 
 

Species that may be listed as requiring a standard licence are those species that the 
CEO considers are commonly available in the pet trade, do not meet the criteria for 
advanced category licences, and meet one or more of the following criteria: 

 
i) it is a species that may be the subject of illegal trade and is likely to be at risk 

of being taken from the wild; 
ii) its keeping requirements are not adequately known or it has special keeping 

requirements; 

iii) it poses some risk to human health or wellbeing; 
iv) it has a high economic value; or 

v) it requires the issue of import or export licences because it’s trade or 
movement may pose a biosecurity risk. 

 

[It is intended that the species that would be eligible for listing in the standard licence 
category are the bird species in Parts A(3) and B of Appendix C of the WCR, or those 

listed as ‘avicultural licence’ in the draft revised categories (May 2003).  The 
herpetofauna that are eligible include those currently listed in categories 2, 3 and 4 of 
the WCRAR.] 

 
3.3 Advanced licence category: 

 
Species that may be listed as requiring an advanced category licence are those species 
that the CEO considers are available in the pet trade, and meet one or more of the 

following criteria: 
 

i) it is listed as a threatened or specially protected species; 
ii) it is a species that is the subject of, or highly likely to be the subject of illegal 

trade and is at high risk of being taken from the wild; 



CEO licensing guideline 

Aviculture and herpetofauna 
 

Version 1 - INDICATIVE CEO Licensing Guideline No. 1 – Criteria for reviewing and assessing the species that may be 
kept under a pet keeping licence  5/718 
 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

 
 

iii) it requires specialist keeping facilities or expertise, or is otherwise very difficult 
to keep in captivity; 

iv) it is venomous or otherwise dangerous to human health or wellbeing; 
v) it has a very high economic value; or 

vi) it requires the issue of import or export licences because it’s trade or 
movement poses a high biosecurity risk. 

 

[The species that could be eligible for listing in the advanced licence category are 
those bird species that are currently listed in Part B or as defined by Part D of 

Appendix C of the WCR, and those species listed as requiring an ‘advanced’ or 
‘special’ avicultural licence in the draft revised categories (May 2003).  The 
herpetofauna eligible for listing are those currently listed as category 5 of the 

WCRAR.] 
 

With regard to the exempt category (section 3.1), standard licence category (section 3.2) 
and advanced licence category (section 3.3) above, section 6 the Biosecurity and 
Agriculture Management Act 2007 provides a definition for the term biosecurity. 

 
4. Procedure for nominating a species to be listed in a pet keeping category 

 
A person may nominate a species to: 
 

a) be listed in a different pet keeping category if the species is already listed in one 
of the three pet keeping categories; or 

b) be listed in any of the three pet keeping categories if the species is not already 
listed. 

 

Nominations must be made using the application form (to be developed) and provide 
sufficient information to enable assessment.  

 
Nominations will be initially assessed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation 
and Attractions.  

 
The Department of Primary Industry and Regional Development’s (DPIRD’s) Committee 

for the Introduction and Keeping of Animals (CIKA) will assess nominations for new 
proposals where the species is not native to the state and is to be imported.  
Nominations may be submitted at any time, but will only be considered at the meetings of 

the CIKA as and when they are convened.   
 

If the CEO of the DBCA considers that a nomination is vexatious, frivolous, not made in 
good faith or has not provided sufficient information on which to make an assessment, 
the CEO may reject the nomination without providing a reason or notification.   

 
The CIKA will make a recommendation to the CEO for the CEO’s decision.  Once the 

CEO has made a decision, any changes to the list (including any new listings) will be 
published on the Department’s website.  
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The cost of submitting a nomination for an amending proposal is currently under 
consideration.  

 
PROPOSED CATEGORIES FOR BIRD LICENCES 

Exempt species not requiring a licence (Category A) 

Common name Scientific name WCR category* 

Bar-shouldered dove Geopelia humeralis A(3) 

Bourke’s parrot Neopsephotus bourkii 
(Neophema bourkii) 

A(1) as Neophema bourkii 

Brush bronzewing Phaps elegans B 

Budgerigar Melopsittacus undulatus 3A as budgerygah 

Chestnut-breasted 
mannikin 

Lonchura castaneothorax 3A 

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus 3A 

Common bronzewing Phaps chalcoptera A(3)  

Crested pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes A(3)  

Diamond dove Geopelia cuneata 3A 

Double-barred finch Stizoptera bichenovii 
(Taeniopygia bichenovii) 

3A as Banded (Double-
bar) finch, Poephila 
bichenovii 

Elegant parrot Neophema elegans A(3)  

Emerald dove Chalcophaps indica A(3) as green-winged 
pigeon 

Galah Eolophus roseicapilla 
(Cacatua roseicapilla) 

A(2) as Cacatua 
roseicapilla 

King quail Excalfactoria chinensis 3A as Coturnix chinensis 

Long-tailed finch Poephila acuticauda 3A as Long-tailed 
(Blackheart) finch 

Masked finch Poephila personata A(1) 

Mulga parrot Psephotus varius 
(Platycercus varius) 

A(3)  

Painted finch Emblema pictum A(3) as Painted firetail, 
Emblema picta 

Peaceful dove Geopelia striata 3A as Geopelia placida 

Pictorella mannikin Heteromunia pectoralis A(1) as Lonchura 
pectoralis 

Scarlet-chested parrot Neophema splendida A(1) 

Star finch (western) Neochmia ruficauda 
subclarescens 

3A as Star finch, 
Neochmia ruficauda 
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Stubble quail Coturnix pectoralis A(3) as Coturnix 
novaezealandiae 

Brown quail Coturnix ypsilophora A(3) as Brown quail, 

Coturnix australis 

Twenty-eight parrot Barnardius zonarius 
semitorquatus 

(Platycercus zonarius 
semitorquatus) 

A(2) as Port Lincoln 
Ringneck, Barnardius 

zonarius 

Zebra finch Taeniopygia guttata 3A as Poephila guttata 

 

Standard licence (Category B) 

Common name Scientific name WCR category* 

Adelaide rosella Platycercus elegans 
subadelaidae 

A(3) as Platycercus 
elegans adelaidae 

Australian king-parrot Alisterus scapularis A(3) as Australian 
(Eastern) king parrot 

Black-breasted button-
quail 

Turnix melanogaster C 

Black-throated finch 
(northern, black-rumped) 

Poephila cincta 
atropygialis 

A(3) as Black-throated 
finch, Poephila cincta 

Blue bonnet Northiella haematogaster A(3) as Yellow-vented 

blue bonnet, Northiella 
haematogaster 
haematogaster and A(3) 

as Red-vented blue 
bonnet, Northiella 

haematogaster 
haematorrhous 

Blue-faced parrot-finch Erythrura trichroa A(3) as Blue-faced finch 

Blue-winged parrot Neophema chrysostoma A(3) 

Butler's corella Cacatua pastinator derbyi 

(Cactua pastinator butleri) 

A(2) as Long-billed corella 

(Central-west), Cacatua 
pastinator butleri 

Chestnut-quilled rock-
pigeon 

Petrophassa rufipennis C 

Cloncurry parrot Barnardius zonarius 

macgillivrayi 

B as Barnardius barnardi 

macgillivrayi 

Crimson finch Neochmia phaeton 
phaeton 

A(3) as Crimson finch, 
Neochmia phaeton 

Crimson rosella Platycercus elegans 
elegans 

A(3) 
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Diamond firetail Stagonopleura guttata A(3) as Emblema guttata 

Eastern rosella Platycercus eximius A(3) 

Flock bronzewing Phaps histrionica C as Flock pigeon 

Gouldian finch Erythrura gouldiae A(3) 

Little button-quail Turnix velox A(3) 

Little corella Cacatua sanguinea A(2) 

Little lorikeet Parvipsitta pusilla A(3) as Glossopsitta 
pusilla 

Long-billed corella 
(eastern) 

Cacatua tenuirostris A(2) 

Mallee Ringneck Barnardius zonarius 
barnardi 

A(3) as Barnardius 
barnardi barnardi 

Northern rosella Platycercus venustus B 

Painted button-quail Turnix varius varius A(3) as Turnix varia 

Pale-headed rosella Platycercus adscitus A(3) 

Pied imperial-pigeon Ducula bicolor C as Torresian imperial-
pigeon 

Plum-headed finch Neochmia modesta A(3) as Aidemosyne 
modesta 

Port Lincoln parrot Barnardius zonarius 

zonarius (Platycercus 
zonarius zonarius) 

A(2) as Port Lincoln 

Ringneck, Barnardius 
zonarius 

Princess parrot Polytelis alexandrae A(3) as Alexandra’s 
(Princess) parrot 

Purple-crowned lorikeet Parvipsitta 
porphyrocephala 

B as Glossopsitta 
porphyrocephala 

Rainbow lorikeet Trichoglossus 
haematodus 

(Trichoglossus 
moluccanus) 

A(3) 

Red-backed button-quail Turnix maculosus A(3) as Turnix maculosa 

Red-browed finch Neochmia temporalis A(3) as Red-browed 
firetail, Emblema 

temporalis 

Red-capped parrot Purpureicephalus spurius 
(Platycercus spurius) 

A(2) as Red-capped (WA 
King) parrot 

Red-chested button-quail Turnix pyrrhothorax A(3) 

Red-collared lorikeet Trichoglossus 
haematodus rubritorquis 

A(3) as Trichoglossus 
rubritorquis 

Red-rumped parrot Psephotus haematonotus A(3) 
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Red-winged parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus A(3) 

Regent parrot (western) Polytelis anthopeplus 
anthopeplus (Polytelis 

anthopeplus westralis) 

A(3) as Regent parrot, 
Polytelis anthopeplus 

Rock parrot Neophema petrophila B 

Rose-crowed fruit-dove Ptilinopus regina C 

Scaly-breasted lorikeet Trichoglossus 
chlorolepidotus 

A(3) 

Spinifex pigeon Geophaps plumifera B as Petrophassa 
plumifera 

Squatter pigeon (northern) Geophaps scripta 
peninsulae 

A(3) as Squatter pigeon, 
Petrophassa scripta 

Turquoise parrot Neophema pulchella A(1) 

Varied lorikeet Psitteuteles versicolor 
(Trichoglossus versicolor) 

B 

Western rosella (coastal, 
south-west, green-backed) 

Platycercus icterotis 
icterotis 

A(2) as Western rosella, 
Platycercus icterotis 

White-headed pigeon Columba leucomela C 

White-quilled rock-pigeon Petrophassa albipennis C 

Wonga pigeon Leucosarcia melanoleuca C 

Yellow rosella Platycercus elegans 
flaveolus 

A(3) 

Yellow-rumped mannikin Lonchura flaviprymna A(3) 

 

Advanced licence (Category C) 

Common name Scientific name WCR category* 

Australian Eclectus parrot Eclectus roratus 
macgillivrayi 

B as Eclectus parrot, 
Eclectus roratus 

Baudin’s cockatoo Calyptorhynchus baudinii B as Baudin’s black 
cockatoo 

Black-throated finch 

(southern, white-rumped) 

Poephila cincta cincta A(3) as Black-throated 

finch, Poephila cincta 

Carnaby’s cockatoo Calyptorhynchus latirostris B as Carnaby’s black 
cockatoo, 

Calyptorhynchus funereus 
latirostris 

Crimson finch (white-
bellied) 

Neochmia phaeton 
evangelinae 

A(3) as Crimson finch, 
Neochmia phaeton 

Eastern coastal red-tailed Calyptorhynchus banksii B as Red-tailed black 
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black cockatoo banksii cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus 
magnificus 

Forest red-tailed black 
cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus banksii 
naso 

B as Red-tailed black 
cockatoo, 
Calyptorhynchus 

magnificus 

Gang-gang cockatoo Callocephalon fimbriatum B 

Glossy black-cockatoo Calyptorhynchus lathami D 

Golden-shouldered parrot Psephotus 
chrysopterygius 

B 

Green rosella Platycercus caledonicus B 

Hooded parrot Psephotus dissimilis A(3) 

Inland red-tailed black 
cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus banksii 
samueli 

B as Red-tailed black 
cockatoo, 
Calyptorhynchus 

magnificus 

Major Mitchell's cockatoo Lophochroa leadbeateri 
(Cacatua leadbeateri)  

B as Major Mitchell (Pink) 
cockatoo, Cacatua 

leadbeateri 

Muir’s corella Cacatua pastinator 
pastinator 

D 

Naretha parrot, Naretha 
blue bonnet 

Northiella narethae  B as Naretha (Little) blue 
bonnet, Northiella 

haematogaster narethae 

Northern red-tailed black 
cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus banksii 
macrorhynchus 

B as Red-tailed black 
cockatoo, 
Calyptorhynchus 
magnificus 

Partridge pigeon (eastern) Geophaps smithii smithii A(3) as Partridge pigeon, 
Petrophassa smithii 

Partridge pigeon (western) Geophaps smithii blaauwi A(3) as Partridge pigeon, 
Petrophassa smithii 

Regent parrot (eastern) Polytelis anthopeplus 
monarchoides 

A(3) as Regent parrot, 
Polytelis anthopeplus 

South-eastern red-tailed 
black cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus banksii 
graptogyne 

B as Red-tailed black 
cockatoo, Calyptorhynchus 
magnificus 

Squatter pigeon (southern) Geophaps scripta scripta A(3) as Squatter pigeon, 
Petrophassa scripta 

Sulphur-crested cockatoo Cacatua galerita A(2) 

Superb parrot Polytelis swainsonii A(3) 

Swift parrot Lathamus discolor B 
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Western rosella (inland, 
wheatbelt, red-backed) 

Platycercus icterotis 
xanthogenys 

A(2) as Western rosella, 
Platycercus icterotis 

Yellow-tailed black 

cockatoo 

Calyptorhynchus funereus B 

 

*Previous pet bird lists under the Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970 

(WCR):  

• Regulation 3A. Exempt species of avian fauna (no licence required). 

• Appendix C to the WCR 

o Part A(1) No licence required if less than 10 individuals; Avicultural licence 

  required to kept 10 or more. 

o Part A(2) No licence required if less than 4 individuals; Avicultural licence 

  required to kept 4 or more. 

o Part A(3) Avicultural licence required. 

o Part B Advanced Avicultural licence required. 

o Part C Species not listed in Parts A or B; Advanced Avicultural licence 

  required. 

o Part D Species listed as threatened, rare, endangered or in need of  

  some form of special protection in any State or Territory and not 

  listed in Parts A or B; Advanced Avicultural licence required.  

 


