
Biodiversity Conservation Regulations 2018 

 
 

 

for the sandalwood industry 

 

 

 

 

Background 

The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations will provide new licensing arrangements for 

the taking, transporting, supplying, processing and dealing of sandalwood.  For more 

information on when the new Regulations will commence, see the Factsheet – An 

introduction to the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations. 

Current status 

The taking of sandalwood from private land and Crown land is currently managed under 

the Sandalwood Act 1929 and the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and their associated 

Sandalwood Regulations 1993 and Wildlife Conservation Regulations 1970.  These will 

be repealed when the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) and its regulations 

commence on 1 January 2018. The taking of sandalwood on Crown land is also 

managed under the Forest Products Act 2000 and its regulations, which will continue to 

be the case. 

The Legislative Council Standing Committee on Environment and Public Affairs 

completed an inquiry into wild sandalwood harvesting in May 2014 (Report 35 – Inquiry 

into the Sandalwood Industry in Western Australia). It made a number of 

recommendations, including calling for an immediate review of the Sandalwood 

(Limitation of Removal of Sandalwood) Order 1996, and for the Government to introduce 

new regulatory arrangements to strengthen enforcement capabilities.  A new sandalwood 

order was published in the Government Gazette in 2016, and the BC Act provides 

significant new regulatory arrangements for sandalwood in Western Australia. 

Proposed new arrangements 

The BC Act provides new arrangements for the licensing of sandalwood so that it can be 

tracked from harvest through to processing.  These licences will be supported by 

sandalwood tracking forms that accompany the sandalwood when it is transported from 

the place of harvest to the processor or dealer.  These ensure that the legal origin of the 

sandalwood can be established during any inspections or compliance procedures. 

These new arrangements apply to specifically controlled sandalwood which is 

proposed to be limited in the new regulations to: 

(a) the wood, timber and roots of sandalwood; and 

(b) branches of sandalwood that have a diameter of greater than 25 millimetres at the 

smallest end when stripped of bark. 
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This definition applies to native sandalwood (Santalum spicatum) that is taken from the 

wild and sandalwood that is from cultivated sources (including plantations).   

Transitional regulations will be made to carry forward the Sandalwood (Limitation of 

Removal of Sandalwood) Order 2016(2) so that it will continue to apply after the new 

regulations commence. 

What licences are required for taking sandalwood from private 

property? 

A Flora taking (sandalwood) (private property) licence will be required to take (harvest) 

sandalwood on private property.  It is intended that an administrative procedure will set 

out the application process for applying for these licences, including the date each year 

by which they must be submitted, information required, and the assessment process. 

The only exception is where sandalwood is being grown in a plantation that has been 

registered with the Department.  In this circumstance, no licence to take will be required. 

A Flora supplying (sandalwood) (private property) licence will be required to authorise the 

sale (supply) of specifically controlled sandalwood taken from private property, including 

from a plantation. 

People who have previously been authorised to take sandalwood and are storing it to sell 

at a later date (but do not hold a current licence) will need to apply for a Flora supplying 

(sandalwood) (private property) licence, as the new regulations require that storage of 

sandalwood is authorised by a licence.  This will ensure that the legal origins of 

sandalwood can be determined when the sandalwood is eventually supplied to a 

processor or dealer. 

How is the sandalwood taken from Crown land being managed? 

Sandalwood is harvested from Crown land under forest production contracts entered into 

with the Forest Products Commission (FPC).   

What licence is required to process sandalwood? 

Sandalwood processors will need to apply for a Flora processing (sandalwood) licence to 

process sandalwood into oil, craftwood, chips or other products. 

What licence is required to deal in sandalwood? 

A Flora dealing (sandalwood) licence is required in all situations where specifically 

controlled sandalwood (i.e. in the wood form) is being bought and sold.  A dealer’s 

licence is thus required when sandalwood is being bought from a person who has a 

licence to take sandalwood from private property, or is being supplied from a Crown land 

harvesting operation. 

Sandalwood dealers will be required to ensure any sandalwood received or sold has an 

appropriate sandalwood tracking form to verify its lawful origin. 
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It will be possible to apply for, and be issued with, a combined processing and dealing 

licence for sandalwood, if required. 

What licences are required to export sandalwood? 

A Flora (exporting) licence will be required to export specifically controlled sandalwood  

from Western Australia. No licence is required for the export of processed sandalwood, 

such as sawdust or oil. 

Sandalwood tracking forms 

Sandalwood tracking forms are required to authorise the transfer of specifically controlled 

sandalwood whenever it is moved from one location to another.  These forms will replace 

the STANs and d-notices currently used for private property and Crown land respectively. 

The proposed fee structure for sandalwood licences is: 

CURRENT LICENCE PROPOSED 
LICENCE 

CURRENT FEE PROPOSED FEE 
New licence 

PROPOSED FEE 
Licence renewal 

Sandalwood Act – 
Crown land licence 
 
WC Commercial 
purpose 
(sandalwood) 

Flora taking 
(sandalwood) 
Crown land 
 

No charge 
 
 

$125 

$275 - 

Sandalwood Act 
licence – private 
property 

Flora taking 
(sandalwood) 
private 
property 

No charge $570 (wild source) 
 

- 
 

Commercial 
producer’s licence 
or nurseryman’s 
licence 

Flora supplying 
(sandalwood) 
private 
property 

$25 $45 $30 

None Flora supplying 
(sandalwood) 
Crown land 

n/a $45 $30 

None Flora 
processing 
(sandalwood) 

n/a $290 $215 

None Flora dealing 
(sandalwood) 

n/a $290 $215 

None Flora exporting 
(sandalwood) 

n/a $70 - 

 

Your feedback on these licensing arrangements is encouraged: 

DBCA is seeking your views on the proposed licensing arrangements presented above.   

Please send your comments and suggestions to: biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au.  


