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Introduction  

The Biodiversity Conservation Regulations will provide new licensing arrangements for 
commercial firewood or log timber sourced from private property that is to be sold either 
directly to the public, or to a wholesaler (e.g. wood yard) or timber mill as well as certain 
provisions relating to the sourcing of firewood and timber products from Crown land.  The 
Biodiversity Conservation Regulations will commence on 1 January 2019, and the new 
licensing arrangements will apply from that date. 
 
For more background information on the new Regulations, see the Factsheet – An 
introduction to the Biodiversity Conservation Regulations. 
 
The purpose of this discussion note is to outline the major proposed changes that will 
affect the licensing arrangements for the community and firewood and timber industries.  
Your feedback is sought on the proposed changes.  
 

Current situation 

To protect the State’s native plants, both on Crown and private land, the removal of native 
vegetation (or ‘flora’) is regulated under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (EP Act), 
the Conservation and Land Management Act 1984 (CALM Act), the Forest Products Act 
2000 (FPC Act), and the Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 (Wildlife Conservation Act). 
 
On State forests and timber reserves (categories of Crown land) the commercial harvest 
and sale of timber is undertaken by the Forest Products Commission, which award 
contracts to produce (harvest) and supply (sale) through competitive tender processes. 
The type, quantities and location of wood made available is regulated by Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA).   
 
Where the Forest Products Commission does not regulate the supply of timber from areas 
of Crown land, the DBCA may regulate the supply through the CALM Act or Wildlife 
Conservation Act. 
 
On private property, the EP Act and its associated regulations provide restrictions and 
exemptions for clearing native vegetation, while the Wildlife Conservation Act and its 
associated regulations provides for licenses to be issued where vegetation is being taken 
and sold commercially. 
 
When the new regulations commence, the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 will replace 
the Wildlife Conservation Act and its regulations.  
 

What is changing? 

The new regulations will require a licence where native timber or firewood taken from 
private land is being sold either directly to the public or to a wholesaler or timber mill.   
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A licence is not required to use native timber or firewood collected on the owner’s 
property, or to give firewood or timber away (for example to family or friends).  
 
The new regulations do not apply to plantation-grown wood of non-native species 
such as pine and bluegum. 
 

How will the sale of flora from private land be licenced? 

From 1 January 2019, private property owners will need to apply for a native flora private 
property supplier’s licence.  This will be available on line from the Department’s website 
after the new regulations commence. 
 
Private property owners will only be able to sell firewood or timber taken from their 
property if the trees have been lawfully cleared.  The EP regulations contain specific 
clearing exemptions (for example, for maintaining fences or tracks) or if an exemption is 
not applicable, the EP Act provides for the issue of a clearing permit.   When applying for 
a private property supplier’s licence, in addition to providing the private property owner’s 
consent, the applicant will need to demonstrate that the firewood or timber they intend to 
sell has been taken either in accordance with either a clearing exemption or a clearing 
permit. 
 
Once the licence is issued, the licensee can sell their firewood or timber directly to the 
public.  It will be a condition of the licence that they provide a copy of their licence or their 
licence number to the purchaser or include it on any packaging. 
 
Licensees can also sell their firewood or timber to a wholesaler or to a timber mill 
(dealers).  Again, they will need to provide their licence number when they sell their 
firewood or timber to the wholesaler. 
 

What licence requirements will apply to dealers? 

People who want to buy and sell native timber or firewood (such as wholesalers or timber 
mills), will need to apply for a flora dealing licence if they are sourcing the material from 
private property, or from Crown land where the timber has not been harvested under an 
production contract under the FPC Act (such as unallocated Crown land (UCL) or 
unmanaged reserves (UMR).  Timber mills processing timber will also be required to hold 
a flora processing licence.  Licence application will be able to be made on line from the 
Department’s website. 
 
‘Flora dealers’ and ‘processors’ will need to keep a record of the amount of firewood or 
timber that is bought, and the licence number of the person who sold it to them.  This is 
separate (or in addition to) the system of recording of log deliveries managed by contracts 
made under the FPC Act. 
 

Why are these changes necessary? 

These changes are necessary to ensure that the commercial supply and dealing of 
firewood and native timber is regulated so that consumers can be confident that the 
firewood and native timber that they purchase has been lawfully obtained.  
 

What other changes are occurring? 
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The collection of public firewood from some areas within State forest and timber reserves 
is regulated by DBCA under the Forest Management Regulations 1993. The regulations 
provide for Public Firewood Areas to be declared, and are likely to be amended so that 
people can apply for a public firewood authority to collect firewood and pay a licence fee 
on line from the Department’s website.  These changes are still being considered. 
 

Administrative arrangements 

Licences will be able to be applied for from an on-line licensing system being developed 
by the department.  Licences will be available from the Department’s website prior to the 
new regulations commencing, and the on-line system will allow for licence applications, 
amendments and renewals, payments and licence returns.  Applications for endorsements 
to take craftwood and native timber on department-managed lands can also be applied for 
on the new system. 
 
Some licences will be able to be issued for multiple year periods, with discounts available 
for longer period licences. 
 
The proposed fee structure for the Biodiversity Regulations licences is: 
 

CURRENT 
LICENCE 

PROPOSED 
LICENCE 

CURRENT FEE PROPOSED FEE 
New licence 

PROPOSED FEE 
Licence renewal 

Commercial 
purposes 
licence 

Flora taking 
(Commercial 
purposes) 
Crown land 

$125 Standard $150 Standard $120 
 

Commercial 
producer’s 
licence 

Private 
property 
supplier’s  

$25 $45 $30 

 Crown land 
supplier’s  

- $60 $60 

 Flora 
processing  

- $215 $180 

 Flora dealing   $215 $180 

 
 
Under the new regulations, royalties that were applied under the Wildlife Conservation Act 
will be replaced by charges.  A schedule of the proposed charges is available on the 
Department’s website. 
 
Your feedback is encouraged: 

Please send your comments and suggestions to: biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au.  

mailto:biodiversity@dbca.wa.gov.au

