Pet safety and cane toads
Cane toads secrete a toxin
that is poisonous to animals.
The following information can be used as general advice for
cane toad poisoning in your pets, but please consult your local
veterinarian as soon as possible if you suspect your pet has
come into contact with a cane toad.

Signs of cane toad poisoning

Cane toads are toxic at all stages
of their life cycle, including
eggs and tadpoles. The toxin
is secreted from glands on the
toads shoulders and is present
on the skin on the toads back.

Seek urgent veterinary attention if your pet displays
any of the below symptoms. The symptoms will
range in severity depending on the amount
of toxin absorbed.

Cane toads are likely to secrete
or even squirt toxin when they
are roughly handled, feel
threatened or attacked.

• Drooling and head shaking, excessive salivation and foaming
at the mouth
• Vomiting

To have an effect, the toxin needs to be swallowed or absorbed
through mucous membranes such as those of the eye, nose or mouth.

• Red and slimy gums

Even dead toads are poisonous, so care must always be taken
to either bury dead toads deep enough so that pets won’t dig
them up, or throw them out in the garbage.

• Rapid and severe muscle trembling and shaking

Pet first aid

• Seizures or convulsions

• Cats may show hindquarter weakness and fixed trance like stare.
• Staggering and lack of coordination
• Difficulty breathing
• Immediate cardiac arrest

Cane toad poisoning occurs
when dogs and cats pick toads
up in their mouth. The toxin is
white and very sticky. If your pet
mouths a cane toad, it is vital
that you remove all traces of the
toxin from the animal’s mouth
immediately. Use a damp cloth
to wipe out the animal’s mouth.
This may take 10 or more
minutes. You must remove all of the slimy coating from the roof
of the mouth, tongue, gums and teeth. Be sure to keep rinsing
the cloth with clean water and call your vet asap.

Keep your property toad free
• Cane toads are mostly active at night. To prevent your pets from
being poisoned, keep them safe in a toad free area at night and
regularly check that area for cane toads.
• Use a raised water bowl for pets and change the water regularly.
• Don’t leave bowls of pet food around outside, toads like eating
pet food and it will attract them.
• Remove free standing water where toads can breed and hydrate.
• Cover swimming pools where practical.
• Turn off outside lights at night which attract insects for toads
to feast on.

Using a garden hose to rinse out the mouth can be dangerous,
and some vets don’t recommend this due to the risk of getting
water in the animals’ lungs if not correctly administered.

• Regularly check for toads in your yard at night, dispose of them
humanely using the cooling followed by freezing method
for euthanasia.
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Watch the video cane toad poisoning: what to do! for more details.

