
Australian Curriculum links for The Nyoongar Way 
 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Science Science Understanding 

Biological Sciences Living things have life cycles (ACSSU072) 4  Understanding how observations of life cycles informed indigenous practices and seasonal 

activities 

Living things, including plants and animals, depend 

on each other and the environment to survive 

(ACSSU073) 

4  Gaining an appreciation of the understanding of interdependence which led to traditional 

environmental management practices 

The growth and survival of living things are affected 

by the physical conditions of their environment 

(ACSSU094) 

6  Learning how indigenous people managed their environment to ensure growth and survival 

of natural resources 

Interactions between organisms can be described in 

terms of food chains and food webs; human activity 

can affect these interactions (ACSSU112) 

7  identifying the importance of invertebrates in the food chain and as agents of change 

 using aerial photos to identify human impacts such as deforestation and agriculture and 

postulate how these may affect local food chains 

Ecosystems consist of communities of interdependent 

organisms and abiotic components of the 

environment; matter and energy flow through these 

systems (ACSSU176) 

9  gaining insight into the Aboriginal understandings of interdependence in the environment 

Chemical Sciences Natural and processed materials have a range of 

physical properties that can influence their use 

(ACSSU074) 

4  Seeing how the properties of natural materials were understood by indigenous people and 

influenced their use in crafts and toolmaking 

Earth and Space Sciences Earth’s surface changes over time as a result of 

natural processes and human activity (ACSSU075) 

4  learning Aboriginal dreaming stories which explain the formation of local features such as 

waterways 

Some of Earth’s resources are renewable, but others 

are non-renewable (ACSSU116) 

7  understanding that indigenous people used forest resources renewably 

Predictable phenomena on Earth, including seasons 

and eclipses, are caused by the relative positions of 

the sun, Earth and the moon (ACSSU115) 

7  learning how indigenous people defined seasons based on predictable climatic patterns 

 discovering some ways in which the positions of celestial objects were used to predict 

appropriate times for different activities of daily life such as gathering of certain foods 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Nature and development of 

science 

Science involves testing predictions by gathering 

data and using evidence to develop explanations of 

events and phenomena and reflects historical and 

cultural contributions (ACSHE081) 

5-6  considering how indigenous forest management practices can inform current day planning 

 learning how indigenous inhabitants practiced science in areas such as bush medicines and 

food gathering and preparation  

Science knowledge can develop through 

collaboration across the disciplines of science and the 

contributions of people from a range of cultures 

(ACSHE223) 

7-8  investigating how land management practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

peoples can help inform sustainable management of the environment 

 recognising that traditional and Western scientific knowledge can be used in combination to 

care for Country and Place 

 Use and influence of science 

 

Scientific knowledge is used to solve problems and 

inform personal and community decisions 

(ACSHE083) 

5-6  considering how our increased scientific knowledge about the environment has given us the 

ability to understand our impact on the environment and ways to mitigate it 

People use science understanding and skills in their 

occupations and these have influenced the 

development of practices in areas of human activity 

(ACSHE121) 

7-8  comparing the differences between past and present resource management in forests which 

reflects our increased scientific understanding of management issues 

Science Inquiry Skills 

Planning and conducting Identify, plan and apply the elements of scientific 

investigations to answer questions and solve 

problems using equipment and materials safely and 

identifying potential risks (ACSIS086) 

4-6  recognising the risks and taking appropriate care during craft and toolmaking activities 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU072
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU073
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU112
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=matter
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=systems
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU176
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/processed-materials
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-4/acssu074
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU075
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU116
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU115
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/data
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/evidence
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-5/acshe081
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-7/acshe223
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-5/acshe083
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-7/acshe121
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-5/acsis086


 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Humanities 

and Social 

Sciences 

Geography  

Characteristics of places 

 

 

 

 

Place and Liveability 

 

 

Landforms and Landscapes 

 

 

 

The Earths environment sustains 

all life 

 

 

 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

Civics and Citizenship 

 

 

History 

The Australian colonies 

 

The influence of environmental quality on the 

liveability of places (ACHGK045) 

Features of environments (e.g. climate, landforms, 

vegetation) influence human activities and the built 

features of places (ACHASSK113) 

7 

 

5 

 consider different activities which are carried out in the forest 

 understanding how different places were used for different activities and functions by 

indigenous people 

The factors that influence the decisions people make 

about where to live and their perceptions of the 

liveability of places (ACHGK043) 

7  understanding how the resources of Country/Place, among other factors, affect the customary 

distribution of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

The spiritual, cultural and aesthetic value of 

landscapes and landforms for people, including 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

(ACHGK049) 

8  understanding that the stories of Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples and 

other Indigenous societies explain how landforms were created 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' ways 

of living were adapted to available resources and 

their connection to Country/Place has influenced 

their views on the sustainable use of these resources, 

before and after colonisation (ACHASSK089) 

4  appreciating the spiritual connection of the local indigenous people top their Country/Place 

and the fact that landscape and culture are intertwined 

 learning ways in which indigenous peoples used certain areas at certain times of the year and 

allowed areas to regenerate to provide an ongoing source of food and shelter 

 discussing the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander models of sustainability that contribute 

to broader conservation practices 

Different perspectives about Australia's national 

identity, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander perspectives and what it means to be 

Australian (ACHCK066) 

8  investigating how an understanding and knowledge of Country/Place, Culture and Identity 

contributes to Aboriginal Peoples’ and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ lifeways 

The patterns of colonial development and settlement 

(e.g. geographical features, climate, water resources, 

transport, discovery of gold) and how this impacted 

upon the environment (e.g. introduced species) and 

the daily lives of the different inhabitants (e.g. 

convicts, free settlers, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Peoples) (ACHASSK107) 

5  recognising that Aboriginal Peoples’ and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ population mobility 

reflects family and kinship relationships, the significance of Country/Place and Culture, 

employment as well as histories of dispossession and relocation 

Humanities and Social Science Skills 

Questioning and Researchimg Identify current understandings to consider possible 

gaps and/or misconceptions, new knowledge needed 

and challenges to personal perspectives 

 

7-9  Develop and evaluate questions about Aboriginal concepts of Country/Place and how these 

concepts are related to the environment through the idea of Caring for Country 

 Locate and collect information from a variety of 

sources (e.g. photographs, maps, books, interviews, 

internet) 

Use a variety of methods to collect relevant 

information and/or data from a range of appropriate 

sources, such as print, digital, audio, visual and 

fieldwork 

4-6 

 

 

7-8 

 gather a range of sources to understand traditional culture and lifestyles including 

storytelling, written histories, art and personal recollection 

Analysing Interpret information and/or data collected (e.g. 

sequence events in chronological order, identify 

patterns and trends, make connections between old 

and new information) 

4-6  comparing traditional and scientific understandings of sustainability 

Communicating Present findings and conclusions in a range of 

communication forms (e.g. written, oral, visual, 

digital, tabular, graphic), appropriate to audience and 

purpose, using relevant terms 

5-8  class discussion on the field trip to identify what has been learned and how it has changed the 

view and understandings of individual students regarding Aboriginal culture 

Reflecting and responding Reflect on what has been learned, feelings about 

conclusions and what should happen as a result 

5-6   

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/environmental-quality
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/liveability
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK045
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/climate
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHASSK113
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/liveability
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK043
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK049
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/countryplace
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/sustainable
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHASSK089
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/identity
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHCK066
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/development
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/settlement
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/climate
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHASSK107
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/fieldwork
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/trend


Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

English Language  

Language variation and change Understand that different social and geographical 

dialects or accents are used in Australia in addition to 

Standard Australian English (ACELA1515) 

6  understand that Nyoongar is one of many Aboriginal dialects in Australia and is used in the 

South West of WA 

Understand the influence and impact that the English 

language has had on other languages or dialects and 

how English has been influenced in return 

(ACELA1540) 

8  recognise that many common names for plants and animals are derived from Nyoongar 

words 

Language for interaction Understand that patterns of language interaction vary 

across social contexts and types of texts and that they 

help to signal social roles and relationships 

(ACELA1501) 

5  learn some ways that verbal and non-verbal interactions are used in Aboriginal culture to 

show respect for Country/Place 

 understand ways in which Nyoongar language may be used to show respect for elders 

Understand that roles and relationships are developed 

and challenged through language and interpersonal 

skills (ACELA1551) 

9  understand that language groups in Aboriginal culture can reinforce cultural and regional 

identity 

Expressing and developing ideas Analyse and explain the use of symbols, icons and 

myth in still and moving images and how these 

augment meaning (ACELA1560) 

9  recognise the meanings of symbols in Aboriginal art and how these convey meaning 

Literature 

Literature and context Identify aspects of literary texts that convey details or 

information about particular social, cultural and 

historical contexts (ACELT1608) 

5  understanding that the stories, songs and art of the Nyoongar people carry their social, 

historical and cultural identity 

Identify and explore ideas and viewpoints about 

events, issues and characters represented in texts 

drawn from different historical, social and cultural 

contexts (ACELT1619) 

7  building knowledge, understanding and skills in relation to the history, culture, and literary 

heritage of Nyoongar peoples 

Interpret and compare how representations of people 

and culture in literary texts are drawn from different 

historical, social and cultural contexts (ACELT1633) 

9  exploring how literature from Nyoongar culture and history reflects their understandings of 

the world and of Country/Place 

Literacy 

Texts in context Analyse how the construction and interpretation of 

texts, including media texts, can be influenced by 

cultural perspectives and other texts (ACELY1739) 

9  analysing the way in which interpretation of Nyoongar stories and songs convey important 

socio-cultural values, beliefs and histories 

Interacting with others Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying 

and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting 

arguments, sharing and evaluating information, 

experiences and opinions (ACELY1709) 

6  exploring personal reasons for acceptance or rejection of opinions offered and linking the 

reasons to the way our cultural experiences can affect our responses 

Use interaction skills, varying conventions of spoken 

interactions such as voice volume, tone, pitch and 

pace, according to group size, formality of interaction 

and needs and expertise of the audience 

(ACELY1816) 

6  listening appropriately to information during forest walk 

 engaging in group and class discussions of new learning 

Identify and discuss main ideas, concepts and points 

of view in spoken texts to evaluate qualities, for 

example the strength of an argument or the lyrical 

power of a poetic rendition (ACELY1719) 

7  identifying ideas and concepts in the days learning which reflect the values of Nyoongar 

peoples 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Standard+Australian+English
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1515
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1540
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=types+of+texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1501
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1551
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1560
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1608
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1619
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELT1633
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=media+texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1739
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1709
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=conventions
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=voice
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=audience
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1816
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=points+of+view
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=points+of+view
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1719


 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

History  Historical knowledge and understanding 

The Australian colonies The nature of convict or colonial presence, including 

the factors that influenced patterns of development, 

aspects of the daily life of the inhabitants (including 

Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander 

Peoples) and how the environment changed. 

(ACHHK094) 

5  hearing how a colonial presence in WA influenced the daily lives and histories of Nyoongar 

people 

 investigating changes in the environment as a result of indigenous and European forest 

management practices 

The role that a significant individual or group played 

in shaping a colony; for example, explorers, farmers, 

entrepreneurs, artists, writers, humanitarians, 

religious and political leaders, and Aboriginal and/or 

Torres Strait Islander peoples. (ACHHK097) 

5  hearing about contributions of local indigenous people to the development of the WA colony 

 exploring the changing role of indigenous people in forest management 

Australia as a nation The contribution of individuals and groups, including 

Aboriginal people and/or Torres Strait Islanders and 

migrants, to the development of Australian society, 

for example in areas such as the economy, education, 

science, the arts, sport. (ACHHK116) 

6  examining aspects of Aboriginal art 

 investigating how traditional land management practices have informed our ideas of forest 

management 

 discussion of the role of local indigenous groups in management of forest resources used by 

our society 

Experiences of Australian democracy and 

citizenship, including the status and rights of 

Aboriginal people and/or Torres Strait Islanders, 

migrants, women, and children. (ACHHK114)  

6  hearing the experiences of local indigenous people who were directly or indirectly affected 

by the forcible removal of Aboriginal children from their families 

Investigating the ancient past The nature of the sources for ancient Australia and 

what they reveal about Australia’s past in the ancient 

period, such as the use of resources (ACDSEH031)  

7  investigating traditional Aboriginal understandings of resource use in our forests 

The importance of conserving the remains of the 

ancient past, including the heritage of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander Peoples. (ACDSEH148) 

7  learning about Aboriginal heritage and appreciating the importance of preserving this 

cultural knowledge as a key part of Australia’s past 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHHK094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHHK097
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHHK116
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHHK114
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=ancient
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=ancient
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACDSEH031
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=H&t=ancient
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACDSEH148

