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Australian Curriculum links for Investigating the forest 
 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Science Science Understanding 

Biological Sciences Living things have a variety of external features 

(ACSSU017)  

1  Observe and describe external features of plants which we can use to identify them 

Living things grow, change and have offspring 

similar to themselves (ACSSU030) 

2  Observe different stages of plant growth and flowering and understand the process by which 

new plants grow in the forest environment 

Living things, including plants and animals, depend 

on each other and the environment to survive 

(ACSSU073) 

4  Reading clues to see how various plants are used by forest/bushland animals, for example 

habitat and food 

 Seeing the importance of certain animals for plants health such as pollination 

Living things have life cycles (ACSSU072)  4  Observe different stages of plant growth and flowering and understand the process by which 

new plants grow in the forest environment 

Earth and Space Sciences Earth’s resources are used in a variety of ways 

(ACSSU032)  

2  Learning the traditional and modern uses of some forest/bushland plants 

Chemical Sciences Natural and processed materials have a range of 

physical properties that can influence their use 

(ACSSU074) 

4  Looking at how the properties of some plant parts influences their use, for example Balga 

resin as a glue for tool making, antiseptic properties of Marri resin, structural strength of 

Jarrah timber 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Nature and development of 

science 

Science involves observing, asking questions about, 

and describing changes in, objects and events 

(ACSHE013) 

F-2  Using the Sense-ational trail students are encouraged to explore the forest environment using 

touch, smell and hearing and describe their experiences. 

Use and influence of science People use science in their daily lives, including 

when caring for their environment and living things 

(ACSHE022) 

1-2  considering that technologies used by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people require an 

understanding of how materials can be used to make tools and weapons, musical instruments, 

clothing, cosmetics and artworks 

 understanding how our scientific knowledge of plants and animals allows us to manage our 

forests 

Science knowledge helps people to understand the 

effect of their actions (ACSHE051) 

3-4  looking in the forest for evidence of human impact 

 understanding how our scientific knowledge of plants and animals allows us to manage our 

forests 

Science Inquiry Skills 

Questioning and predicting Pose and respond to questions, and make predictions 

about familiar objects and events (ACSIS037) 

2  learning different aspects of forest plants through responding to guided questions and by 

encouraging students to ask questions of their own 

Planning and conducting Participate in guided investigations and make 

observations using the senses (ACSIS011) 

F  using the Sense-ational trail students are encouraged to explore the forest environment using 

touch, smell and hearing 

Participate in guided investigations to explore and 

answer questions (ACSIS025) 

1-2  classifying plants according to observable features with teacher guidance 

 examining how trees take up and release water 

 germinating native plant seeds 

Use informal measurements to collect and record 

observations, using digital technologies as 

appropriate (ACSIS039) 

2  comparing shapes and sizes of different leaves and nuts 

Processing and analysing data 

and information 

 

Use a range of methods to sort information, including 

drawings and provided tables through discussion, 

compare observations with predictions (ACSIS027) 

1-2  recording information about different plants in the school grounds 

 recording invertebrates found on plants in the school grounds 

 discussion of experiences on the sense-ational trail focussing on enhanced awareness of other 

senses when sight is taken away 

Evaluating Compare observations with those of others 
(ACSIS041) 

1-2  discussion in groups and in class about what they have each learned or observed during the 

excursion 

Communicating Represent and communicate observations and ideas 

in a variety of ways (ACSIS029)  
1-4  Each group communicates what they have discovered about their mystery plant to the rest of 

the class in an oral report 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU017
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU030
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU073
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-4/a
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU032
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/processed-materials
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-4/acssu074
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/pre-primary/acshe013
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSHE022
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-3/acshe051
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/familiar
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-2/acsis037
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/senses
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/pre-primary/acsis011
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-1/acsis025
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/digital-technologies
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-2/acsis039
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-1/acsis027
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-2/acsis041
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-1/acsis029
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Humanities 

and Social 

Sciences 

Knowledge and understanding 

Geography 

 

Local features and places are given names, which have 

meaning to people, and these places can be defined on a 

variety of scales, including personal (e.g. home), local 

(e.g. street, suburb or town), regional (e.g. state) and 

national (e.g. country) (ACHGK010) 

2  finding out how many Nyoongar words have given us place names in the South West and 

that these names represent traditional uses or knowledge of areas 

Places are both similar and 

different 

 

The location of Australian states, territories, capital 

cities and major regional centres of Western Australia 

and the location and identifying attributes of Australia's 

major natural features (e.g. rivers, deserts, rainforests, 

the Great Dividing Range, the Great Barrier Reef) 

(ACHGK014) 

3  appreciating the Jarrah forest as a significant natural feature of Australia’s South West 

The earth’s environment 

sustains all life. 

The types of natural vegetation and the significance of 

vegetation to the environment and to people 

(ACHGK021) 

4  investigating in a small group the features and importance of a particular forest plant 

The importance of environments to animals and people, 

and different views on how they can be protected 

(ACHGK022) 

4  discovering the uses that animals and people make of some common forest plants 

 how the Forest Code of Conduct protects the environment we are in 

 discussion of some of the management challenges of national parks 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' ways of 

living were adapted to available resources and their 

connection to Country/Place has influenced their views 

on the sustainable use of these resources, before and 

after colonisation (ACHGK023) 

4  Finding out the different ways in which the indigenous people viewed and used our forests 

by looking at traditional uses of plants and the way we use these plants now. 

 exploring the forest or bushland and considering the traditional and modern resources in that 

environment 

  

The natural resources (e.g. water, timber, minerals) 

provided by the environment and different views on 

how they can be used sustainably (ACHGK024) 

4  identifying the forest as a source of timber, water, honey and other resources and recognising 

that it could also provide all of the material things the indigenous people consumed 

 comparison of traditional and modern forest management practices in order to maintain the 

productive capacity of the forest 

 

Humanities and Social Sciences skills 

Questioning and researching Reflect on current understanding of a topic (e.g. think-

pair-share, brainstorm) 

2-4  identify a plant from a number of clues about observable features and uses of the plant 

 ask questions about the plants and animals of the forest or bushland 

Evaluating Draw conclusions and give explanations, based on the 

information and/or data displayed in texts, tables, graphs 

and maps (e.g. show similarities and differences) 

2-4  gather information about a particular plant by examining clues with their group 

 

 

Analysing Translate collected information and/or data into 

different formats (e.g. create a timeline, change data in 

to a table and/or graph) 

3-4  create tables to show parts of trees or abundance and range of invertebrates found in a tree 

 

Communicating and reflecting Present findings and conclusions in a range of 

communication forms (e.g. written, oral, visual, digital, 

tabular, graphic), appropriate to audience and purpose, 

using relevant terms 

 

2-4  each group will present to the rest of the class the things they have found out about their 

plant 

 create a simple map to show the day’s activities 

 

Reflect on learning and respond to findings (e.g. 

discussing what they have learned) 

2-4  in response to questions, identify some things they have learned on the excursion and some 

ways they look at the bush differently 

 students may consider what they have found out about their group’s plant and how it is used 

by animals or humans to consider how threats to this plants may impact on the environment 

 

 

 

 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/local
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK010
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/capital
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/features
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK014
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Natural%20vegetation
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHGK021
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK022
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/countryplace
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/sustainable
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK023
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK024
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/humanities-and-social-sciences/humanities-overview/glossary/change
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

English Language  

Language variation and 

change 

Understand that Standard Australian English is one of 

many social dialects used in Australia, and that while it 

originated in England it has been influenced by many 

other languages (ACELA1487) 

4  identifying common names of plants and animals which are drawn from indigenous 

languages 

 recognising that scientific names for plants may be derived from greek and latin and are 

often descriptive of characteristics of the plant 

Language for interaction Understand that language varies when people take on 

different roles in social and classroom interactions and 

how the use of key interpersonal language resources 

varies depending on context (ACELA1461) 

2  using appropriate presentation language and format when communicating findings to other 

class members 

Understand that successful cooperation with others 

depends on shared use of social conventions, including 

turn-taking patterns, and forms of address that vary 

according to the degree of formality in social situations 

(ACELA1476) 

3  working within and between groups to discuss and come to conclusions about different 

features or uses of a particular plants 

 taking turns in groups to present findings and listening attentively to other groups 

Expressing and developing 

ideas 

Understand the use of vocabulary about familiar and 

new topics and experiment with and begin to make 

conscious choices of vocabulary to suit audience and 

purpose (ACELA1470) 

2  understand that there is a specialized vocabulary for scientific understandings 

 begin to use new vocabulary which is appropriate to the study of plants and animals 

Learn extended and technical vocabulary and ways of 

expressing opinion including modal verbs and adverbs 

(ACELA1484) 

3  students are exposed to technical vocabulary specific to studies of the environment 

Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of sources into 

students’ own texts including vocabulary encountered in 

research (ACELA1498) 

4  present findings of investigations to other students making use of new vocabulary 

Sound and letter knowledge Orally manipulate more complex sounds in spoken 

words through knowledge of blending and segmenting 

sounds, phoneme deletion and substitution in 

combination with use of letters in reading and writing 

(ACELA1474) 

2  pronunciation of newly encountered scientific names based on existing knowledge of sound-

letter combinations in unfamiliar contexts 

Literature 

Literature and Context Respond to texts drawn from a range of cultures and 

experiences (ACELY1655) 

1  recognising that many Dreaming stories have meanings related to traditional uses of forest 

resources 

Interacting with others Listen to and contribute to conversations and 

discussions to share information and ideas and negotiate 

in collaborative situations (ACELY1676) 

3  listening appropriately to information during forest walk 

 engaging in group and class discussions of new learning 

Use interaction skills, including active listening 

behaviours and communicate in a clear, coherent 

manner using a variety of everyday and learned 

vocabulary and appropriate tone, pace, pitch and volume 

(ACELY1792) 

3  listening appropriately to information during forest walk 

 engaging in group and class discussions of new learning 

Listen for specific purposes and information, including 

instructions, and extend students’ own and others' ideas 

in discussions (ACELY1666)  

2  listening to, remembering and responding to detailed instructions regarding blindfold trail 

 listening for and remembering key facts about a range of forest plants 

Interpret ideas and information in spoken texts and 

listen for key points in order to carry out tasks and use 

information to share and extend ideas and information 

(ACELY1687) 

4  listening to, remembering and responding to detailed instructions regarding blindfold trail 

 listening for and remembering key facts about a range of forest plants 

Interpreting, analysing, 

evaluating 

Read less predictable texts with phrasing and fluency by 

combining contextual, semantic, grammatical and 

phonic knowledge using text processing strategies, for 

example monitoring meaning, predicting, rereading and 

self-correcting (ACELY1669) 

2-4  reading treasure trail clues with increased fluency and intonation 

 self correcting when reading of the clue does not make sense 

 reading supporting information about plants and use this information to draw various parts of 

a tree 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Standard+Australian+English
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1487
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=context
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1461
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=conventions
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1476
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=audience
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1470
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=modal+verbs
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1484
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1498
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/blending
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/segmenting
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/phoneme
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-2/acela1474
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1655
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Listen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1676
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1792
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Listen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1666
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=listen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1687
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/phonic
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/text
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-2/acely1669
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Creating texts Use software including word processing programs with 

growing speed and efficiency to construct and edit texts 

featuring visual, print and audio elements 

(ACELY1685) 

3-4  writing a short account of the excursion, including diagrams 

Create short imaginative, informative and persuasive 

texts using growing knowledge of text structures and 

language features for familiar and some less familiar 

audiences, selecting print and multimodal elements 

appropriate to the audience and purpose (ACELY1671) 

2  creating in the classroom short texts to tell a story about a tree or a tree dweller 

 

 

 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Mathematics 

v8.1 

Measurement and Geometry 

Using units of measurement Compare and order several shapes and objects based on 

length, area, volume and capacity using appropriate 

uniform informal units (ACMMG037) 

2  Devising ways to compare leaf sizes of leaves with different shapes 

 Estimating ages of trees and ordering plants from youngest to oldest 

Shape Describe and draw two-dimensional shapes, with and 

without digital technologies (ACMMG042) 

2  Recalling physical characteristics of a range of forest plants and using these features to 

classify the plants 

Location and transformation Identify symmetry in the environment (ACMMG066)  3  Examine symmetrical leaf patterns in plants which are adaptations to climate 

Statistics and Probability 

Data representation and 

interpretation 

Select and trial methods for data collection, including 

survey questions and recording sheets (ACMSP095) 

4  “Tree dwellers” – search for and record different invertebrates found on plants in the school 

grounds 

Construct suitable data displays, with and without the 

use of digital technologies, from given or collected data. 

Include tables, column graphs and picture graphs where 

one picture can represent many data values 

(ACMSP096) 

4  Drawing animals found on various parts of a plant. 

 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/word
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-3/acely1685
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/text
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/language-features
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/audience
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-2/acely1671
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=volume
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=capacity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG037
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG042
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG066
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP095
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=picture+graphs
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP096

