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Australian Curriculum links for Discovering the forest 
 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Science Science Understanding 

Biological Sciences Living things, including plants and animals, depend 

on each other and the environment to survive 

(ACSSU073)  

4  Examining the interrelationship between plants, animals and forest uses in the Forest 

Connections game 

 Energy paths game to understand relationships in the food chain and impacts of changes to 

different parts of the food chain 

 research an animal or plant from the forest and explore interrelationships with class members 

who have researched another 

 examine relationships between living things using Marri – A tree for all activity 

Living things have structural features and adaptations 

that help them to survive in their environment 

(ACSSU043) 

5  understanding adaptations of forest plants to climate, soils and fire 

The growth and survival of living things are affected 

by the physical conditions of their environment 

(ACSSU094) 

6  using the Forest connections game to see how one change in a system can affect many others 

Interactions between organisms can be described in 

terms of food chains and food webs; human activity 

can affect these interactions (ACSSU112) 

7  using the forest jigsaw to highlight human uses of the forest and discuss their impacts 

 investigating food chains using the Energy paths game 

Earth and Space Sciences Some of Earth’s resources are renewable, but others 

are non-renewable (ACSSU116) 

7  identify renewable and non-renewable resources amongst the forest values 

 role playing of forest users which include users of renewable and non-renewable resources 

 detailed study of one forest resource 

Water is an important resource that cycles through 

the environment (ACSSU222) 

7  consider how changes in a catchment can affect water quantity and quality 

 consider ways in which our native animals and plants conserve water 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Nature and development of 

science 

Science involves testing predictions by gathering 

data and using evidence to develop explanations of 

events and phenomena and reflects historical and 

cultural contributions (ACSHE081) 

5-6  considering how indigenous forest management practices can inform current day planning 

 learning how indigenous inhabitants practiced science in areas such as bush medicines and 

food gathering and preparation  

Science knowledge can develop through 

collaboration across the disciplines of science and the 

contributions of people from a range of cultures 

(ACSHE223) 

7  realising that many science disciplines such as biology, chemistry, geology and hydrology 

are essential to understanding forest ecology 

Use and influence of science Science knowledge helps people to understand the 

effect of their actions (ACSHE062) 

4  considering how our increased scientific knowledge about the environment has given us the 

ability to understand our impact on the environment and ways to mitigate it 

Solutions to contemporary issues that are found using 

science and technology, may impact on other areas of 

society and may involve ethical considerations 

(ACSHE120) 

7  considering how our many uses of the forest can impact on the ecosystem 

 being aware of behaviours when undertaking activities in the forest which will minimize 

harmful impacts 

 understanding how scientific knowledge is essential to successfully protect and rehabilitate 

forested areas 

People use science understanding and skills in their 

occupations and these have influenced the 

development of practices in areas of human activity 

(ACSHE121) 

7  comparing the differences between past and present resource management in forests which 

reflects our increased scientific understanding of management issues 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU073
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU043
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU094
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU112
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU116
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU222
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-5/acshe081
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-7/acshe223
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSHE062
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-7/120
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-7/acshe121
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 Science Inquiry Skills 

Planning and conducting Identify, plan and apply the elements of scientific 

investigations to answer questions and solve 

problems using equipment and materials safely and 

identifying potential risks (ACSIS103) 

6  use appropriate fieldwork methods to collect and examine a range of topsoil invertebrates 

found in the school grounds 

Identify, plan and apply the elements of scientific 

investigations to answer questions and solve 

problems using equipment and materials safely and 

identifying potential risks (ACSIS086) 

5  safely search for leaf litter invertebrates using techniques to avoid bites and stings 

 Communicating Communicate ideas, explanations and processes 

using scientific representations in a variety of ways, 

including multi-modal texts (ACSIS110) 

5-6  write a report on a studied plant or animal 

 create or complete a poster showing relationships between various plants and animals of the 

forest 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

HASS Knowledge and Understanding  

Geography Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples' ways 

of living were adapted to available resources and 

their connection to Country/Place has influenced 

their views on the sustainable use of these resources, 

before and after colonisation (ACHGK023) 

4  comparing different viewpoints of our forest and how different people, including Aboriginal 

people, may prioritize different values or uses of the forest 

The importance of environments to animals and 

people, and different views on how they can be 

protected (ACHGK022) 

4  learning about the cultural values of the forest and the ways the forest may be viewed by 

indigenous people as a source of food, shelter and medicine 

The way people alter the environmental 

characteristics of Australian places (e.g. vegetation 

clearance, fencing, urban development, drainage, 

irrigation, farming, forest plantations, mining) 

(ACHGK027) 

5  understanding the forest management issues and challenges which arise from human 

activities 

Resources can be natural (e.g. oil), human (e.g. 

workers), or capital (e.g. machinery), and how these 

are used to make goods and services to satisfy the 

needs and wants of present and future generations 

(ACHEK002) 

5  appreciating the ecosystem services provided by our forests and why it is important to 

maintain these 

 identify resources and ecosystem services which the forest provides and how these influence 

management 

The classification of environmental resources 

(renewable and non-renewable) (ACHGK037 

7  identifying environmental resources from our forests and recognising the reasons why we 

utilise these resources 

 The natural resources (e.g. water, timber, minerals) 

provided by the environment and different views on 

how they can be used sustainably (ACHGK024 

4  appreciating environmental resources from our forests and recognising the reasons why we 

have to utilise these resources sustainably 

Humanities and Social Science Skills 

Questioning and Researching Develop and refine a range of questions required to 

plan an inquiry 

4-7  review with the class what is known about forest values 

 consider the different ways we may depend on our forests and how we might be able to find 

out more 

 consider what a world without trees may be like 

 considering how the uses and values of the forest have changed over time and how we may 

view and plan for them in the future 

Locate and collect information from a variety of 

sources (e.g. photographs, maps, books, interviews, 

internet) 

4-7  research an individual plant or animal using a variety of sources such as texts and the 

internet. 

Identify current understandings to consider possible 

gaps and/or misconceptions, new knowledge needed 

and challenges to personal perspectives 

7  ask appropriate questions during a forest walk to develop new perspectives or understandings 

of the forest ecosystem 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-6/acsis103
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-5/acsis086
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/science/year-6/acsis110
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK023
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK022
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK027
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHEK002
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK037
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACHGK024
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 Analysing and Evaluating Suggest some inquiry sources and use a range of oral, 

graphic, written and digital information sources, 

including spatial technologies where appropriate 

4  research an individual plant or animal using a variety of sources such as texts and internet 

Identify a variety of information sources that will be 

used for inquiry, considering their validity 

5-6  research an individual plant or animal using a variety of sources such as texts and internet 

Translate collected information and/or data into 

different formats (e.g. create a timeline, change data 

into a table and/or graph) 

 

4  create a land use map of a forest area 

Draw conclusions and give explanations, based on 

the information and/or data displayed in texts, tables, 

graphs and maps (e.g. show similarities and 

differences) 

4-7  draw conclusions about the relative impacts of various forest values. 

 Collect data to determine paper consumption and use information on paper use to propose 

saving/recycling measures. 

Combine data and information to draw and share 

conclusions, considering their impacts 

5  collect data to determine paper consumption and use information on paper use to propose 

saving/recycling measures 

Manage data and information collected and look for 

patterns or relationships 

5-6  identify relationships between different forest uses and how these may impact one another 

Communicating and Reflecting 

 

Present findings and conclusions in a range of 

communication forms (e.g. written, oral, visual, 

digital, tabular, graphic), appropriate to audience and 

purpose, using relevant terms 

4-7  present findings to the class of research on a resource or forest use. 

Reflect on learning, identify new understandings and 

act on findings in different ways (e.g. suggest 

additional questions to be investigated, propose a 

course of action on an issue that is significant to 

them) 

4-7  Based on what they have learned, suggest ways to reduce our impact on the forest and the 

environment more generally 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Mathematics Measurement and Geometry 

Location and transformation Use simple scales, legends and directions to interpret 

information contained in basic maps (ACMMG090)  

4  create a land use map 

Statistics and Probability 

Data representation and 

interpretation 

Select and trial methods for data collection, including 

survey questions and recording sheets (ACMSP095) 

4-5  Collect data to calculate paper consumption 

 Carry out a survey to collect information on forest use and environmental actions 

Construct suitable data displays, with and without the 

use of digital technologies, from given or collected 

data. Include tables, column graphs and picture 

graphs where one picture can represent many data 

values (ACMSP096) 

4-5  Use various methods to display current paper consumption by quantity, type, etc. 

Pose questions and collect categorical or numerical 

data by observation or survey (ACMSP118) 

5  Collect data to calculate paper consumption 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG090
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP095
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP096
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP118
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

English Language  

Language variation and change Understand that Standard Australian English is one 

of many social dialects used in Australia, and that 

while it originated in England it has been influenced 

by many other languages (ACELA1487) 

4  learning common names of plants which have been derived from Nyoongar names 

 learning the Latin and Greek roots of scientific names 

Language for interaction Understand differences between the language of 

opinion and feeling and the language of factual 

reporting or recording (ACELA1489) 

4  compare differences between activites focused on the feel of the forest to facts about plants, 

animals or the environment 

 express views on the forest using both emotive and scientific viewpoints 

Understand how to move beyond making bare 

assertions and take account of differing perspectives 

and points of view (ACELA1502) 

5  role play different forest users with conflicting aims 

Expressing and developing ideas Identify and explain how analytical images like 

figures, tables, diagrams, maps and graphs contribute 

to our understanding of verbal information in factual 

and persuasive texts (ACELA1524) 

6  creating a map to visually represent land use management 

 using the forest jigsaw to enhance understanding that all forest values are connected and 

interdependent 

Incorporate new vocabulary from a range of sources 

into students’ own texts including vocabulary 

encountered in research (ACELA1498) 

4  create a report on a selected plants or animal using new vocabulary such as scientific names 

Literacy 

Interacting with others Participate in and contribute to discussions, clarifying 

and interrogating ideas, developing and supporting 

arguments, sharing and evaluating information, 

experiences and opinions (ACELY1709) 

6  engage in discussions in the classroom and while on excursion regarding forest values and 

comparing differing view on these values 

Use interaction skills, varying conventions of spoken 

interactions such as volume, tone, pitch and pace, 

according to group size, formality of interaction and 

needs and expertise of the audience (ACELY1816) 

6  listening appropriately to information during forest walk 

 engaging in group and class discussions of new learning 

Interpret ideas and information in spoken texts and 

listen for key points in order to carry out tasks and 

use information to share and extend ideas and 

information (ACELY1687) 

4  gain information about the forest from verbal presentation 

 following directions to carry out learning activities 

Interpreting, analysing, 

evaluating 

Use comprehension strategies to build literal and 

inferred meaning to expand content knowledge, 

integrating and linking ideas and analysing and 

evaluating texts (ACELY1692) 

4-6  reading a variety of texts and creating a report based on the information gained 

Navigate and read texts for specific purposes 

applying appropriate text processing strategies, for 

example predicting and confirming, monitoring 

meaning, skimming and scanning (ACELY1702) 

5  read texts for the purpose of producing a report on a particular species of plant or animal 

Creating texts Plan, draft and publish imaginative, informative and 

persuasive print and multimodal texts, choosing text 

structures, language features, images and sound 

appropriate to purpose and audience (ACELY1704) 

4-5  writing reports using appropriate technical vocabulary 

 develop a suitable text structure for an informative report 

Use a range of software including word processing 

programs with fluency to construct, edit and publish 

written text, and select, edit and place visual, print 

and audio elements (ACELY1707) 

4-5  create a range of texts using a computer to complete a number of activities including report 

writing, poetry, and posters 

Use a range of software, including word processing 

programs, to confidently create, edit and publish 

written and multimodal texts (ACELY1728)  

7  create a range of texts using a computer to complete a number of activities including report 

writing, poetry, and posters 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1487
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1489
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1502
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1524
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1498
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1709
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1816
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1687
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1692
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1702
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1704
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1707
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1728

