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Australian Curriculum links for Busy in the forest 
 

Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Science Science Understanding 

Biological Sciences Living things have basic needs, including food and 

water (ACSSU002) 

F  recognising how the forest plants provide the needs of animals 

 understanding how our forest provided the needs of indigenous people 

Living things have a variety of external 

features(ACSSU017) 

1  recognising a range of common jarrah forest plants from features such as shape, size, bark, 

leaves, flowers and colours 

Living things live in different places where their 

needs are met (ACSSU211) 

1  exploring the jarrah forest ecosystem and how the forest provides food and homes for 

animals 

Earth and Space Sciences Daily and seasonal changes in our environment, 

affect everyday life (ACSSU004) 

F  dressing appropriately for the weather on the day of the excursion 

 identifying how plants and animals of the forest may respond to daily and seasonal changes 

in the weather 

Earth’s resources, are used in a variety of ways 

(ACSSU032) 

2  identifying resources which we take from our forests 

 understanding how indigenous people used resources from the forest 

Science as a Human Endeavour 

Nature and development of 

science 

Science involves observing, asking questions about 

and discussing changes in objects and 

events.(ACSHE013)(ACSHE021)(ACSHE034) 

F-2  using senses of touch, smell, hearing and sight to recognise forest plants and animals 

 learning about the jarrah forest by observation and discussion 

Use and influence of science People use science in their daily lives, including 

when caring for their environment and living things 

(ACSHE022)(ACSHE035) 

1-2  understanding how indigenous people used science to meet their needs for shelter, food and 

medicine 

 recognising the role of science in understanding our ecosystem and how to care for it 

Science Inquiry Skills 

Planning and conducting 
 

Participate in guided investigations and make 

observations using the senses.(ACSIS011) 

F  follow a blindfold trail through the bush and use touch, smell and hearing to explore their 

surrounds 

Participate in different types of guided investigations 

to explore and answer questions (ACSIS025) 

(ACSIS038) 

1-2  classifying plants according to observable features with teacher guidance 

 examining how trees take up and release water 

 germinating native plant seeds 

Use informal measurements  to collect and record 

observations, using digital technologies as 

appropriate (ACSIS026) 

1-2  comparing shapes and sizes of different leaves and nuts 

Processing and analysing data 

and information 

 

Engage in discussions about observations to 

represent ideas (ACSIS233) 

F  working in groups guided by a teacher to use observations made during a forest walk to 

identify different trees 

 observe then draw a tree or build a 3D model 

Evaluating Compare observations with those of others 

(ACSIS213)(ACSIS041) 

1-2  discussing and comparing sensory observations within a group and with the whole class 

Communicating Share observations and ideas (ACSIS012) F  class discussion of smell, hearing and touch observations from blindfold trail 

Represent and communicate observations and ideas 

in a variety of ways (ACSIS029)(ACSIS042) 

1-2  drawing parts of a tree 

 role paying the behaviour of leaves on a windy autumn day 

 create and perform a puppet theatre of a busy bushland 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU002
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU017
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU211
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU004
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSSU032
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSHE013
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=environment
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS011
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=guided+investigations
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=S&t=digital+technologies
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS026
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS233
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS041
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS012
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACSIS029
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Humanities 

and Social 

Sciences. 

Knowledge and Understanding- Geography 

People live in places. The places people live in and belong to, 

(e.g.neighborhood, suburb, town, rural, locality)  

familiar features in the local area and why they are 

important to the people e.g. provides basic needs 

(ACHGK002) 

F  identifying ways in which the forest provides basic needs such as food, shelter, water and 

clean air 

 describe different ways that an area of forest or bushland is used, such as recreation, 

education and conservation 

The reasons why some places are special to people, and 

how they can be looked after including Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people’s places of 

significance.(ACHGK004) 

F  explore a forest and the things that make it special 

 identify ways in which we can each care for the forest 

 use different senses to explore aspects of the forest 

 discovering how indigenous people used and cared for the forest before European settlement 

Places have distinctive features The natural, managed and constructed features of 

places, their location on a pictorial map and how they 

change overtime (e.g. erosion, revegetated areas, planted 

crops, new buildings) (ACHGK005) 

1  discussing some ways in which people impact on the forest or bush environment 

 following the “forest code of conduct” to minimize their impact on the bush  

 learning how impacts such as bushfires, drought and human uses can change the forest over 

time 

How weather (e.g. rainfall, temperature, sunshine, wind) 

and seasons vary between places and the terms used to 

describe them.(ACHGK006) 

1  recognising that different plants flower at different times 

 understanding that indigenous people moved to different areas based on the seasons and the 

reasons for this 

Humanities and Social Science Skills 

Questioning and researching. Identify prior knowledge about a topic (e.g. shared  

discussion think-pair-share)  

F  observe and identify plants and animals in the school grounds 

 use activities and information sheets from “Busy in the bushland” to learn more about the 

features of these plants and animals 

 find out more about local plants and animals from a DPAW Nearer to Nature officer 

Pose questions about the familiar and unfamiliar  F-2  talk about things students already know about the forest or bushland environment 

 ask questions about the plants and animals of the forest or bushland  

 respond to guiding questions to form a set of rules for appropriate conduct in natural 

environments 

Analysing Process information and or data collected.  F-2  identify a plant from a number of clues about observable features and uses of the plant 

 describe what they have observed using their sense of touch, feel and smell on the blindfold 

trail 

Represent information gathered in different formats (e.g. 

drawings, diagrams, story maps, role-plays) 

F-2  compare features and uses of their home and bushland using a table 

Evaluating Draw conclusions based on discussions of observations 

(e.g. answer questions, contribute to guided discussions)  

F  identify features encountered on the blindfold trail 

Participate in decision making processes e.g. engage in 

group discussion, make shared decisions. 

1-2  categorising pictures of objects as living or non-living 

 matching similar features of different plants such as fruit, seeds and leaves 

 Identify the forest treasures from the clues given in a group discussion 

Communicating and reflecting Present findings in a range of communication forms, 

using relevant terms (e.g. written, oral retell, digital, role 

play, graphic) 

F-2  in a class group, share things that they have learned during the excursion 

 write a poem or story or create artwork to represent their forest excursion 

Reflect on their learning (e.g. drawing and discussions)o  F  in response to questions, identify some things they have learned on the excursion and some 

ways they look at the bush differently and how they can care for the environment 

 

Reflect on learning and respond to findings (e.g. 

discussing what they have learned) 

1-2  using their experience on the blindfold trail, consider how it may be in daily life for a person 

who is visually impaired 

 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHGK004
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=G&t=Change
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACHGK005
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

English Language  

Language variation and 

change 

Understand that English is one of many languages 

spoken in Australia and that different languages may be 

spoken by family, classmates and community 

(ACELA1426) 

F  learn that the common names of many plants are derived from indigenous names 

 learn the indigenous names for some of our native animals 

Language for interaction Understand that there are different ways of asking for 

information, making offers and giving commands 

(ACELA1446) 

1  during an excursion, distinguish between questions and statements when interacting with 

leaders 

 understand that there are appropriate times for sharing experiences using statements and 

advancing learning by asking a question 

Expressing and developing 

ideas 

Understand the use of vocabulary in familiar contexts 

related to everyday experiences, personal interests and 

topics taught at school (ACELA1437)  

F  building vocabulary related to descriptions of living things and ecological processes 

Understand the use of vocabulary in everyday contexts 

as well as a growing number of school contexts, 

including appropriate use of formal and informal terms 

of address in different contexts (ACELA1454) 

1  applying vocabulary appropriately to gain further knowledge during excursions 

Phonics and word knowledge Recognise and generate rhyming words, alliteration 

patterns, syllables and sounds (phonemes) in spoken 

words (ACELA1439) 

1  reading clues during treasure hunt and using correct rhyming 

Literacy 

Texts in context Respond to texts drawn from a range of cultures and 

experiences (ACELY1655) 

1  recognising that many Dreaming stories have meanings related to traditional uses of forest 

resources 

Interacting with others Listen to and respond orally to texts and to the 

communication of others in informal and structured 

classroom situations (ACELY1646) 

F  listening to instructions for excursion activities 

 listening for the meanings in clues during treasure trail 

Engage in conversations and discussions, using active 

listening behaviours, showing interest, and contributing 

ideas, information and questions (ACELY1656)  

1  listening appropriately to information during forest walk 

 engaging in group and class discussions of new learning 

Listen for specific purposes and information, including 

instructions, and extend students’ own and others' ideas 

in discussions (ACELY1666)  

2  listening to, remembering and responding to detailed instructions regarding blindfold trail 

 listening for and remembering key facts about a range of forest plants 

Interpreting, analysing, 

evaluating 

Read  decodable texts, practising phrasing and fluency, 

and monitor meaning using concepts about print and 

emerging contextual, semantic, grammatical and phonic 

knowledge (ACELY1649)  

F  reading treasure trail clues aloud to other students, attempting to correctly work out and 

pronounce unknown words 

Read decodable and predictable texts using developing 

phrasing, fluency, contextual, semantic, grammatical 

and phonic knowledge and emerging text processing 

strategies, for example prediction, monitoring meaning 

and re-reading (ACELY1659) 

1-2  reading treasure trail clues with increased fluency and intonation 

 self correcting when reading of the clue does not make sense 

 reading supporting information about plants and use this information to draw various parts of 

a tree 

Creating texts Create short texts to explore, record and report ideas and 

events using familiar words and beginning writing 

knowledge (ACELY1651)  

F  writing a short account of the excursion, including diagrams 

Create short imaginative and informative texts that show 

emerging use of appropriate text structure, sentence-

level grammar, word choice, spelling, punctuation and 

appropriate multimodal elements, for example 

illustrations and diagrams (ACELY1661)(ACELY1671) 

1-2  creating in the classroom short texts to tell a story about a tree or a tree dweller 

  

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1426
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1446
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1437
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=contexts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELA1454
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/alliteration
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/pp/acela1439
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1655
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Listen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1646
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1656
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Listen
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1666
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Read
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=concepts+about+print
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=phonic
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1649
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/decodable
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/phonic
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/text
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/prediction
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-1/acely1659
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=Create
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=E&t=texts
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACELY1651
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/text
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/sentence
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/grammar
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/english-v8/overview/glossary/word
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-1/acely1661
http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/codes/english/year-2/acely1671
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Learning Area Strand Content Description Year 

level 

Elaborations 

Mathematics Number and Algebra 

Number and place value Develop confidence with number sequences to and from 

100 by ones from any starting point. Skip count by twos, 

fives and tens starting from zero (ACMNA012) 

1  Counting tree rings to determine the age of a tree 

Patterns and algebra Sort and classify familiar objects and explain the basis 

for these classifications. Copy, continue and create 

patterns with objects and drawings (ACMNA005) 

F  Collect leaves and nuts from trees and classify them according to characteristics such as size, 

shape and colour 

Measurement and Geometry 

Using units of measurement Use direct and indirect comparisons to decide which is 

longer, heavier or holds more, and explain reasoning in 

everyday language (ACMMG006) 

F  Comparing sizes of leaves and nuts from different trees 

Compare and order the duration of events using the 

everyday language of time (ACMMG007) 

F  Estimating ages of trees and ordering plants from youngest to oldest 

Measure and compare the lengths and capacities of pairs 

of objects using uniform informal units (ACMMG019) 

1  Devising ways to compare leaf sizes of leaves with different shapes. 

Compare and order several shapes and objects based on 

length, area, volume and capacity using appropriate 

uniform informal units (ACMMG037) 

2  Devising ways to compare leaf sizes of leaves with different shapes 

Shape Recognise and classify familiar two-dimensional shapes 

and three-dimensional objects using obvious features 

(ACMMG022) 

1  Recalling physical characteristics of a range of forest plants and using these features to 

classify the plants 

Location and transformation Describe position and movement (ACMMG010) 

Give and follow directions to familiar locations 

(ACMMG023) 

F 

1 
 Listening to and following directions to navigate around a blindfold trail, using symbols to 

identify movements such as over, under and through. 

Statistics and Probability 

Data representation and 

interpretation 

Collect, check and classify data (ACMSP049) 2  “Tree dwellers” – search for and record different invertebrates found on plants in the school 

grounds 

Represent data with objects and drawings where one 

object or drawing represents one data value. Describe 

the displays (ACMSP263) 

1  Drawing animals found on various parts of a plant. 

 

http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=number
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=point
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMNA012
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMNA005
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG006
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG007
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG019
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=volume
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=capacity
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG037
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG022
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG010
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMMG023
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP049
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Glossary?a=M&t=data
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/ACMSP263

