
 Bush Rangers and River Rangers 
Conference Program  

Department of Parks and Wildlife 
17 Dick Perry Ave, Kensington 

 

Time Program Day 1, March 23rd  

8:30 Arrive and register – tea, coffee in Cafe 

9:00 Introduction 
 

Welcome to Country: Reverend Sealin Garlett  
 

Opening Address: Mr Jim Sharp, Director General, Department of Parks and Wildlife 
 

9:30 Stories from units: three units tell their stories  

10:15 Cadets WA Address: Mr Geoff Hurren, Department of Local Government and Communities 

10:30 Morning tea 

10:50 Workshop 1: Admin and other stuff, choose between: 
1. Admin essentials 
2. Unit media and promotions 

For details of concurrent sessions see below. 

11:30 Change-over  

11:35 Information sessions: choose between: 
1. Bibbulmun Track Foundation, Steve Sertis 
2. Parks and Wildlife updates…Land for Wildlife / Landscope / Western Shield 
3. Lotterywest, Natalie Venables 

12:20 Lunch 

13:10 
 

River Ranger / Bush Ranger specific workshops  

14:40 Afternoon Tea 
 

15:00 
 
 
 

Workshop 2: choose one of: 
1. Booyi Cultural Program,  Tarnisha Ogilvie 
2. BirdLife Australia,  Bryce Wells 
3. REmida,  Nadia Rasheed 

 

16:30 Plenary  / close 

16:40 Herbarium Tour - Optional 

17:00 Free time / Socialising 

17:30 BBQ at Kensington 



Bush Rangers and River Rangers 
Conference Program  

Department of Parks and Wildlife 
17 Dick Perry Ave, Kensington 

 

Time Program Day 2, March 24th  

8:30 Arrive – tea and coffee 

9:00 Stories from units: four units from different parts of the State will tell us their 
stories.  

10:00 Morning tea 

10:20 Workshop 3: Concurrent sessions: choose one of: 

 
 

Art and Science  
 

Angela Rossen 
 
 

 
 

Maalinup Gallery 
 

Dale Tilbrook 

 
 

Birds of Prey 
 

Yvonne Sitko 

11:35 Change-over 

11:45 Workshop 4: Concurrent sessions: choose one of: 

Kwongan Kids: WA 
Flora and Ecology as an 

Educational tool for 
Young People 

 
Andrew Price 

 
 

 
Turtle Watch 

 
Amy Krupa, SERCUL 

 
 

 
Build a bee home 

 
Nearer to Nature, Parks 

and Wildlife 
 
 

13:00 Close  - Atrium 

13:00 Lunch  
 
Optional Herbarium Tour 13:15 

 
13:45 

 
Optional Perth Zoo visit 

 

  



Conference sessions: further details 
 
 
Pre-conference Workshop, March 22nd , 8.45 am – 4 pm  Aboriginal Cultural 
Awareness Training, Belinda Cox, Parks and Wildlife 
 
The Aboriginal Cultural Awareness Training is a Parks and Wildlife strategy that aims to 
promote an understanding of Aboriginal culture and history, to facilitate better working 
relationships between the departments’ staff and Aboriginal people. The training provides 
all participants with the same baseline knowledge of aboriginal culture, history and 
facilitation of better working relationships.  
 
 

Conference Day 1, March 23rd  8.30 am – 4.40pm 
 
A full day of workshops and plenary sessions. Check the concurrent sessions for details of 
workshops; plenary sessions include the Cadets WA update; Stories from Units and a split 
into River Rangers and Bush Ranger units for more specific discussion and activities. 
 
 

Conference Day 2, March 24th  8.30 am – 1 pm 
Day 2 finishes with lunch followed by an optional visit to the Perth Zoo. The plenary session 
includes Stories from units while two sessions of concurrent workshops offer plenty of 
choice. 
 
 

Conference BBQ, 5 pm 
Relax after Day 1 with a BBQ at our conference venue and make the most of the opportunity 
to catch up with other unit instructors to share stories and ideas over food and drink. 
 
 

Optional Perth Zoo visit after Day 2, 1.45 pm 
 
Free entry to the Perth Zoo to check out exhibits with an introduction by an Education team 
member on what the Zoo offers school groups. 

 
 

Concurrent sessions: workshops 
 
Admin essentials: Bush / River Rangers leaders 
 

A look at what basic admin procedures are required and how experienced unit leaders go 
about doing that in their units. 
 
 

https://perthzoo.wa.gov.au/


Unit media and promotions: Linley Brown (TBC) 
 
Linley has put together a range of very practical strategies and tips for promoting your unit 
within the school and to the public to maximise the good news stories you can generate. 

 
 
Bibbulmun Track Foundation: Steve Sertis 
 
The Bibbulmun Track is one of the world’s great long distance walk trails, stretching 1000km 
from Kalamunda in the Perth Hills, to Albany on the south coast, winding through the heart 
of the scenic South West of Western Australia. This workshop will cover necessary tools to 
plan, lead and complete a successful expedition on the Bibbulmun Track. 

 
 
Parks and Wildlife updates: Land for Wildlife; Landscope Magazine and 
Western Shield 
 
Meet staff involved in these key Parks and Wildlife initiatives and find out how your unit can 
engage in those activities. We will cover; how your school’s bushland can become Land for 
Wildlife; how to put together a great item for the Landscope kids section; and the latest 
from Western Shield, including the innovative Zooniverse citizen science project analysing 
camera trapping images. 
 
 

Lotterywest; Natalie Venables 
 

Each year Cadet units are eligible to receive $15,000 in grants from Lotterywest. This 
workshop is an opportunity to hear directly from Lotterywest on the grant application 
process and what you need to do to make a successful application.  

 
 
Booyi Cultural Program: Tarnisha Ogilvie, SERCUL 
 

Join the Booyi Cultural Program and follow the footsteps of the Noongar people to 
experience first-hand how they used the materials from the land to provide food, water and 
shelter! This program offers an excursion around the bush and Canning River at SERCUL and 
incursions to schools in the metro area. 

 
 
BirdLife Australia; Bryce Wells 
 
BirdLife Western Australia is part of a national body, BirdLife Australia, which came into existence in 

1901 to promote knowledge of, and encourage the conservation of our native birds.  We are the 

Community Education Committee in WA and our role is to try and promote this objective.  One of 

our major aims is to reach children in schools, and we visit 30 to 40 schools each year. 

https://www.bibbulmuntrack.org.au/
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/off-reserve-conservation/land-for-wildlife
https://shop.dpaw.wa.gov.au/landscope
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/management/pests-diseases/westernshield
http://www.lotterywest.wa.gov.au/grants/grant-types/furniture-and-equipment
http://www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/booyi-cultural-program/
http://www.sercul.org.au/our-projects/booyi-cultural-program/
http://birdlife.org.au/


   

A typical school visit includes a PowerPoint presentation of the birds in the local area, followed by a 

quick lesson in binocular use. The final stage of the visit is a walk in the school yard or a suitable 

venue close to the school to actually view birds. 

 

Today we plan to do a brief introduction – followed by a shortened version of our usual presentation 

for you to evaluate. 

 
 

REmida: Creative re-use centre, Nadia Rasheed 
 

REmida collects industrial discards from shops and factories around Perth, and makes these 
materials available to schools, childcare centres, artists and families. They aim to encourage 
children and adults to think creatively about waste materials, finding new ways of thinking 
about waste. REmida offers workshops for schools. 

 
 
Art and Science workshop: Angela Rossen 
 

Angela Rossen is an artist who works with animal and plant biologists to deliver environmental 

education in schools. Her workshops take students out into nature to observe and record biota in 

the environment. Using both science and art methodologies these workshops give students an 

understanding of whole system ecology, plant and animal zonation, adaption and feeding 

relationships. In these workshops students collaboratively create artworks that document whole 

environmental systems. 

 
Maalinup Gallery, Dale Tilbrook 
 
Maalinup Aboriginal Gallery is unique to Perth as an Aboriginal owned and operated 
enterprise offering Aboriginal cultural activities, talks, performances and bush tucker, as 
well as a gallery full of local Aboriginal art, exquisitely different hand painted gifts and high 
quality Australian made souvenirs. This workshop introduces the work of Maalinup and 
what they offer for schools. 
 
 

WA Birds of Prey: Yvonne Sitko 
 
Yvonne will offer an educational experience with Birds of Prey, involving an introduction to 
Birds of Prey followed by a hands-on encounter with some of the birds and finishing with a 
cast dissection activity.  

 
 
Kwongan Kids: Unique and local WA Flora and Ecology as an Educational tool 
for Young People, Andrew Price 

http://www.remidawa.com/
http://www.angelarossen.com/
http://www.maalinup.com.au/
http://wabirdsofprey.com/
https://kwongankids.com/


The South Western corner of Australia is a truly unique region with a hyper-diverse range of 
botany. Once you know where to look, an examination of local environments in the Perth 
region becomes an invaluable learning space to enrich educational and cultural outcomes. 
This workshop will explore several ways in which local plant families and groups may be 
used as an educational tool. Participants are encouraged to bring along a smartphone or 
tablet device to allow for first hand interactive experience. 

 
 

Turtle Watch: Amy Krupa SERCUL 
 
The Long-Necked (Oblong) turtle is found in freshwater waterways of the south west of 
Western Australia. Learn about the life cycle of this iconic species through interactive 
activities and discover the various impacts and threats that humans have on these special 
creatures at each stage of its life cycle. Learn about the Turtle Watch Program and how to 
become a Turtle Watch School will also be showcased. 
 

 
Build a bee home, Nearer to Nature 
 

Give the native bees in and around your school a helping hand with a native bee home. 
Honey bees were introduced to Australia from Europe and have become a pest in many 
places. Most of our native species are solitary and raise their young in hollows in the ground 
or timber. You will learn about the ecology of our native bees and have a go at building your 
very own bee home to take away. 
 

 

Herbarium Tours 
 
A behind the scenes look at our State Herbarium. 

 

http://www.aaeewa.org.au/turtlewatch.html
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/get-involved/nearer-to-nature/schools/excursions
https://www.dpaw.wa.gov.au/plants-and-animals/wa-herbarium

