
 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Patch is an Avon Catchment Council natural diversity project being jointly delivered by Greening Australia (WA), and 
the North Eastern Wheatbelt Regional Organisation of Councils (NEWROC). The aim of this project is to support Local 
Government and communities across the whole Avon River Basin to achieve a protected and enhanced network of 
vegetation and tributaries. 

Project Aim 

Provide support to local governments and their communities across the Avon River Basin to achieve a protected and 
enhanced network of vegetation and tributaries. 

About 

Natural Resource management is an increasingly important undertaking in the Wheatbelt and with the vast size of the 
Avon River Basin a local approach can be difficult or segregated. The Our Patch project mends this segregation through its 
partnership between local government and The Avon Catchment Council. This unique and valuable partnership provides 
essential support to Shire Natural Resource Management officers across the Avon. Most of these NRMO's are the only 
environmental personnel working for the shire and must cover areas hundreds of square kilometres in size. 

Our Patch provides direct support for Local Governments and their communities to achieve their goals in conserving and 
improving important natural areas of remnant bush and minor tributaries in their local patch. Not only does this project 
provide opportunities for access to funding for on ground works, it also provides tools, resources and technical advice to 
improve the ability of Local Governments to become actively involved in natural resource management. The project 
supports communities to make significant conservation improvements in areas not covered by other Avon Investment Plan 
projects and addresses sites of social and environmental significance to the local community that may fall outside regional 
priorities.  

The project: 

 Assists communities to identify their top 5 priority remnants and the most important minor tributaries in their Local 
Government area.  

 Assists the development of management plans for remnants and/or minor tributaries.  

 Allocates funding for on-ground works through a competitive funding process.  

 Provides opportunities for Local Government and communities to become actively involved in natural resource 
management;  

 Provides tools and resources to enable the Local Government and the community to identify and prioritise their local 
natural assets;  

 Encourages the establishment of partnerships between the local authority and their community to make significant 
improvements to areas of local importance;  

Our Patch commenced early in 2006 with the first round of funding allocated in April and on-ground works well underway 
by June 2006. A total of 16 local governments shared in over $400 000 of funding to implement management actions for 
their priority remnant bushland and minor tributaries. 

Case study 

This case study focuses on one of the successful round 1 applications, the Koorarawaylyee Water Reserve Rehabilitation 
Plan. 

Significance of the Koorarawaylyee Reserve 

The Koorarawaylyee Water Reserve comprises the upper reaches of an ancient drainage line centred on a high point 
granite outcrop. The reserve is bounded on the west side by the Yellowdine Nature Reserve and on other sides by the 
Boorabbin National Park. 
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As part of the Our Patch criteria the proponents have searched the Register of Aboriginal Sites and are now consulting 
with local traditional Elders including the Sambos, Champions, Nyaki Nyaki families and the Ngalia group, to ensure no 
activities are impacting on culturally significant sites. 

The area contains significant European history particularly as an historic route to the goldfields. The surrounding 
woodlands were logged heavily to feed the Kalgoorlie pipeline #7 pump station and steam engines. The narrow gauge 
railway siding and old town site are adjacent to the reserve and water harvesting from the granite was also vital in keeping 
the steam trains moving. The area is still a popular rest spot for travellers along the Great Eastern Highway. 

Fig 1. Clean up and preparation (Photos courtesy of Anne Killigrew) 

 

Shire staff used earth moving machinery to cleanup the more extensive rubbish heaps. 

 

Less disturbed areas required the hands on approach. 

 

Back to the big boys to rip the site in preparation for tree planting. 

Project details 

The Shire of Coolgardie in partnership with the Koora Retreat Centre Inc and following the Our Patch guidelines have 
developed a detailed management plan to rehabilitate degraded areas within the reserve. The key threats being addressed 
include, rubbish dumping and reducing the pressures associated with being a popular caravan and camping rest area for 
travellers along the Great Eastern Highway. This heavy tourist pressure has resulted in badly degraded areas of bushland 
including erosion of open areas and accumulation of rubbish. Feral animals and weeds are also prevalent and have been 
included in the management planning. 

Our Patch funding is being used to remove rubbish and re-vegetate this degraded area. The majority of the larger rubbish 
was removed by shire staff using earth moving equipment with less invasive methods being used in the more sensitive 
areas. 

Following clean up the 3 ha site was prepared for replanting using appropriately selected local species. Tree guards were 
placed around each seedling and signs are being developed for the site to increase awareness of the environmental 
importance of this site to the local and broader community. 

Other activities funded as a result of the Our Patch Project include on-going management of vehicle access, more effective 
rubbish bins, feral animal and weed control measures and fencing of the granite outcrop to facilitate rehabilitation. Fencing 
materials and labour provided in kind by the Department of Environment and Conservation. 

 

 


