
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Healthy Ecosystems  

  

The Healthy Ecosystems project aims to rescue the Avon's most at risk priority ecosystems from an array of threats. A 
focussed approach is used to target highly valuable terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems at risk. As a high proportion of 
these priority ecosystems occur on privately owned land the project seeks to engage strongly with landholders and 
community to work with them to protect their native ecosystems. 

Healthy Ecosystems focuses on land managers undertaking specific maintenance and/or restoration works and 
contributing to an ongoing monitoring and evaluation program. Permanent protection of the ecosystems is achieved 
through land management agreements and voluntary conservation covenants with private land holders. 

Aim 

To maintain or increase the extent and integrity of priority terrestrial and aquatic ecosystems. 

Threats 

Healthy Ecosystems targets site specific threats to those ecosystems identified as priorities within the Avon. The major 
threats to the terrestrial and aquatic biodiversity of the Avon region are related to the ecosystems' greatly reduced extent, 
fragmentation, salinity and inundation. 

Aquatic Ecosystems 

Project locations have been selected through from a range of wetlands designated in ‘The Directory of Important Wetlands 
in Australia' and include Cowcowing Lakes, Yealering Lakes, Yorkrakine Rock Pools, Lake Cronin, The Dale River and 
The Avon River. 

The depletion of plant and water bird species and severe loss of genetic diversity throughout the Avon has already been 
significant. High water tables throughout the Wheatbelt are resulting in salinity and inundation, while once deep and 
thriving river pools are now seriously threatened by sedimentation and eutrophication. 

Terrestrial Ecosystems 

Priority ecosystems identified for targeted conservation and management extension include a number of types of 
woodlands (including; some Red Morrel, Salmon Gum, Gimlet and York Gum woodlands) as well as some kinds of 
shrublands and a number of ecosystems associated with granite outcrops. Landowners will be targeted for incentive 
packages to encourage permanent protection and improvement of these key ecosystems. 
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