
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Ecoscapes 

Ecoscapes is a large landscape scale project with six active sites throughout the Avon Catchment; run jointly by Greening 

Australia and Department for Environment and Conservation it aims to increase biodiversity and address salinity within key 
areas of the Avon River Basin (ARB). The project, which is funded through the Avon Catchment Council with Federal and 
State Government investment, is proving an important factor in the protection of the Avon River Basins internationally 
recognised natural diversity and a popular avenue for farmers to conduct environmental works providing funding and 
support to a range of environmental activities in a simple process for fast approvals of works. 

Twelve priority ecoscapes have been identified through a strategic assessment process including; Dale, Wongan Hills, 
Westonia, Tampu, Welsh, Dunn Rock, Burracoppin, Jilbadgie, Tutanning, Muchea, Lake Bryde and Tarin Rock. 

Six of these ecoscapes; Dale, Westonia, Wongan Hills, Tampu, Lake Bryde and Tarin Rock have been selected as 

priorities for investment, community engagement and on ground activity. 

Background 

Ecoscape: An ecoscape is defined as ‘the mosaic of ecosystems that span the topography from one ridge in the 

landscape to the next'. 

Aim: to protect the extent and integrity of the natural diversity within Landscapes that best represent the natural diversity of 

the Avon River Basin. 

An ecoscape features ecosystems that span the region's topography and were chosen for their biodiversity value. In the 
Avon context an ecoscape needs to be larger than 10,000 ha to allow a typical ridge-to-ridge catenary sequence (as seen 
in the Figure 1). Each ecoscape covers an area from 30,000 ha to in excess of 100,000 ha. 

 

Figure 1- Avon Catenary sequence 

Ecoscape Selection- Each ecoscape location has been chosen because of the unique and characteristic natural 
diversity values that it contains. An initial analysis was conducted by Terry Walshe from the University of 
Melbourne. This was based on an analysis of Beards Vegetation associations and the remaining extent and 
richness of remaining remnants within the Avon River Basin. The results of this analysis can be seen in Appendix 
1. [shown here as Fig 2] 
Further analysis of each of these focal hexagons was conducted to prioritise and rank the values and feasibility of 
establishing an ecoscape within these areas. Boundaries have been created around these hexagons, taking into 
consideration aspects such as catchment boundaries, areas of remaining remnant vegetation and including a mosaic 
(ridge-to-ridge) of ecosystems. Each ecoscape was then measured in terms of their ecological value with social and 
salinity aspects measured in terms of feasibility. The feasibility value focuses on the ability to ameliorate salinity, in 
particular surface water flows and the timing of likely salinity problems. 
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Ecoscape values have also been plotted against the level of salinity threat. The salinity threat value is based on three 
factors, the total salinity threat as a percentage occurring in that given ecoscape, the percentage of remnant vegetation 
that is under salinity threat and the estimated time before salinity threats are likely to occur (this information has been 
sourced from Land Monitor data and Department of Agriculture, Technical Report 270). Given the project will require a 
number of on-ground actions to occur prior to June 2008, any ecoscapes appearing in the red section (>0.5 salinity threat), 
are deemed to have too excessive a salinity threat to be resourced in this funding round. 

 

Figure 2 - Regionally significant natural diversity remnant areas 

On Ground Actions- Conservation plans based on threats and priorities in the landscape will be developed through 

extensive consultation with the landholders and community. Management actions will be focussed on addressing the most 
serious threats to an ecoscapes biodiversity such as, altered biogeochemical process (as a result of high water tables, 
salinity and altered hydro-periods), insufficient ecological resources to maintain viable populations (due primarily to habitat 
loss and fragmentation) and detrimental regimes of physical disturbance. The likely management actions to these threats 
include fencing, revegetation, weed management and feral animal control while targeted engineering options for water 
management are also a possibility. There is a strong community engagement aspect to this project and both project 
proponents are wishing to form a strong link with the ecoscape community to achieve project outcomes that are suitable to 
all. Please see the landholder or site specific sections for more information. 

 

Dale ecoscape Location Map (PDF 861) 

Tampu ecoscape Location Map (PDF 477) 

Westonia ecoscape Location Map (PDF 839) 

Wongan Hills ecoscape Location Map (PDF 782) 

Tarrin Rock ecoscape Location Map (PDF 842) 

Lake Bryde ecoscape Location Map (PDF 718) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/dale_map.pdf
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/tampu_map.pdf
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/westonia_map.pdf
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/wongan_map.pdf
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/tarin_rock_map.pdf
http://www.dec.wa.gov.au/images/stories/environment/biodiversity/andp/ND004/lake_bryde_map.pdf

